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PREFACE. 



-M- 



SouND and Scriptural views on the subject of 
Regeneration are most important, alike to the 
minister of religion and to the people. 

How many there are who address the whole 
congregation before them as if they were all 
Christians, aU children of God I They draw 
no line of distinction between those who have 
been born again of the Spirit, and become 
new creatures in Christ Jesus, and those who 
have not. 

From such a process no blessing from on 
high can be expected ; it is little better than 
the blind leading the blind. 

Then if we inquire into the views enter- 
tained by the members of most congregations. 
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>vc shall find them equally defective. Some 
are deluded with the unscriptural theory com- 
monly called baptismal regeneration ; and 
hence, although they have no evidence of 
having been bom again, yet they believe they 
have, and turn a deaf ear to any who try to 
dispel the delusion. They are ready to admit 
that they are not as good as they should be, 
and that they must endeavour to do better; 
but they are entirely unconscious that the 
nature which they brought into the world, 
which the Apostle describes as " dead in tres- 
passes and sins,'' is still their nature, and has 
never been changed ; hence, that they have 
never experienced that quickening process 
which Paul speaks of, nor can they truthfully 
testify as the result of their own experience, 
" God hath quickened us together with Christ." 
The more worldly and unspiritual they are 
in character and habit of life, with so much 
the more tenacity do they cling to this delu- 
sion, which excludes the entrance of light, 
hinders conviction of sin, prevents their under- 
standing the doctrines of free grace, and keeps 
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them, just as Satan would have them kept, at 
a distance from saving truth, and the gracious 
influence^ of the Spirit. 

Others thiero are, probably a large majority 
in most congregations, who hold no opinions on 
the subject at all. Ignorance is their bane ; 
that unthinking habit of mind which never in- 
vestigates any religious truths, keeps them 
in a state of 8tolid indifference to this and all 
other doctrines. What little religion they 
have has been inherited; .jand if called upon to 
write out their knowledge of Christian doc- 
trine, a very poor jningle-mangle they would 
make of it. 

Having, perh:aps, been kept in ignorance by 
the defective teaching: of such ministers of 
religion as I have described . above, they are 
quite unconscious, of being iu a ^ate of nature, 
lying under the curse of a broken law, and 
that they need to be regenerated by the Spirit 
of God, in order to their being pardoned, 
justified, adopted, saved. 

Hence the importance of bringing the great 
doctrine of regeneration frequently, pungently. 
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and clearly before the congregation, because 
there is no doctrine about which such general 
ignorance prevails, and so many erroneous 
notions are current; moreover, none sq un- 
palatable to the natural man. 

In my endeavour to discharge this office, 
and at the same time to impart life and variety 
to the subject, I have delivered a course of 
sermons on the doctrine of the new birth, illus- 
trated by examples furnished to us in the New 
Testament, which I now commit to the press, 
commending the same to the blessing of our 
gracious God, to use as He shall please for 
the good of aouls. 

I have seen fit to prefix an introductory dis- 
course on the nature of the new birth from a 
small volume of mine on the same subject, 
which has for some time been out of print. 

DUBHAU, 

AprU, 1880. 



THE 



DOCTRINE OF REGENERATION. 



INTEODUCTOEY DISCOUESE ON THE 
NECESSITY FOE THE NEW BIETH. 

JOHN ni. 7. 
'* Ye must be bom again." 

Light and life, spiritual light and spiritual life, are 
the two fundamental gifts which every soul of 
man needs to receive, of which Christ is the 
author, and the Holy Ghost the instrument or 
agent. The conferring of this gift upon the soul 
of man, which is the Spirit's recognised office, 
whereby light and life are imparted, we call re- 
generation, or the new birth. To this important 
fundamental truth I would direct your attention, 
as being an essential pre-requisite to the salvation 

1 
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of eveiy soul, according to the solemn words of 
our text: "Ye must be bom i^n." May God 
the Holy Ghost be present to apply the word 
spoken, and to accomplish in many a heart His 
gracious offices at this time. 

In order to form a just idea of the nature and 
importance of regeneration, we must first acquaint 
ourselves with man's unr^enerate nature; must 
take correct. Scriptural views of man, in his natural, 
carnal, unrenewed state. And though this be a 
familiar truth often before handled in this pulpit, 
yet must I, like the householder, bring it forth out 
of my treasure, as one of those important old things 
which must never be lost sight of, and can hardly 
be too often dwelt upon. 

As a direct consequence of Adam's fall, the 
whole of man's spiritual nature became depraved^ 
corrupted, perverted : that nature may for conve- 
nience be divided into two great departments — 
first, the understanding; secondly, the affections 
and will : or, in popular phraseology, the head and 
heart 

The figurative language of the Prophet gives a 
very graphic description of man's nature in that 
well-known passage, "The whole head is sick, 
and the whole heart faint From the sole of the 
foot even unto the head there is no soundness 
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in it ; but wounds, and bruises, and putrefying 
sores/* 

It will not do then, if we desire to arrive at a 
Scriptural knowledge of the nature and extent of 
man's disease, to content ourselves with regarding 
him merely as a sinner, as very far gone from 
original righteousness. We must by no means 
overlook the important statements which the Word 
of God contains concerning the obliquity of his 
spiritual vision, the ruinous state of his under- 
standing, the depravity and corruption which have 
seized upon his intellectual and mental faculties, 
rendering him incapable of justly' appreciating, 
correctly understanding, or savingly appropriating 
spiritual truth, when set before him. Kay, further, 
creating in his mind an aversion from, a distaste 
and hatred of. Gospel verities, as being unpalatable 
and offensive to the carnality and God-hating pro- 
pensities of his unenlightened intellect and un- 
sanctified understanding. 

The Apostle Paul, speaking of the unconverted 
Jews, tells us that *' even unto this day, the veil is 
upon their heart ;" and our Saviour, addressing His 
disciples, says : *' Unto you it is given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven." Whilst of 
others He testifies : " By hearing ye shall hear and 
not understand, and seeing ye shall see and not 

1—2 
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perceive;" which statements do precisely har- 
monise with the experience of the Church of 
Christ from that day to the present, and account, 
as nothing else can, for the various heresies which 
have always abounded, for the erroneous notions 
of every kind constantly turning up, and however 
often refuted, being reproduced again and again, 
ever and anon seizing afresh upon the perverted 
understandings of unrenewed natures. It ac- 
counts, as nothing else can, for the marvellous 
superstitions which have prevailed, not merely in 
ages of darkness and amongst ignorant uneducated 
persons ; but will explain the fact, which took the 
world by surprise a few years ago, that in this 
nineteenth century, graduates of our universities, 
men of highly cultivated minds and extensive 
reading, bred up in the Protestant faith, could sur- 
render at discretion to the Eomish apostasy, and 
submit their understandings to the most puerile 
inventions of Popery and the silliest old wives' 
fables, which used to be palmed off upon an igno- 
rant world during the dark ages of mediaeval 
superstition. 

It accounts, as nothing else can, for the more 
recent manifestations in an opposite direction — 
that drifting of numbers amongst us on to the 
shoals and quicksands of Socinianism and unbelief^ 
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which is nothing more nor less than the rejection 
of the distinctive features and most precious truths 
of the Gospel of Christ by the unconverted, unre- 
newed intellect of man. 

The disease of man's nature, however, is yet 
more subtle : not merely does it display itself in a 
strange appetency for error of every kind, the most 
opposite ; not merely in the hard rejection of the 
leading doctrines of revealed truth — such as the 
Trinity, the Atonement, and the like, but it is 
further manifested in the unprofitable manner in 
which saving Gospel truth can be held ; presenting 
the unseemly exhibition of a cold, hard, dry ortho- 
doxy which exercises no influence over the heart ; 
so that a man can strenuously contend for the 
divinity of Christ and the doctrine of the Atone- 
ment, whilst tQ the experimental testimony of our 
Lord, " Ye must be bom again," or to that of the 
Apostle, " The love of Christ constraineth us," he 
remains insensible, or even entertains a strong 
aversion, 

* Then again, there is that blindness to the things 
of God which arises from an utter absence of 
spiritual perception and experience, rendering the 
soul unable to comprehend what the Word of God 
teaches in that department of Divine truth. 

Now, whilst few, if any, deny themselves to be 
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sinners — whilst all are ready, more or less, to 
acknowledge that their appetites are rebellious, 
their hearts sinful, and their lives far from what 
they should be — yet how few realise the blindness 
of their understanding, or seem to distrust their 
own natural powers of comprehending Divine 
truth. 

To many a man who is confident in his asser- 
tions, and persistent in either receiving false doc- 
trine or repudiating true, might one justly reply : 
" Vain man I what know you about the matter, and 
wha4j is your opinion worth? You were bom 
blind^ and have never received sight. Your care- 
lessness about religion and absorption in the world, 
your neglect of private prayer and the study of 
God's Word, your never having been under any 
anxious concern about your soul — all forbid the 
hope that ever the Holy Ghost has taken of the 
things of Christ and shown them to you, has ever 
enlightened the eyes of your understanding or re- 
moved the veil from your heart, and therefore 
your opinions of the things of God are literally 
nothing worth. You must go through a spiritual 
experience first : must go to the throne of grace 
for the pardon of your sins and the instruction of 
your soul ; must have studied carefully and pray er- 
fidly God's Word ; must have received the Holy 
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Ghost — before ever you can know the things of 
the kingdom, before ever your opinions on Divine 
truth can be worth a straw." 

How seldom do we find men sufficiently modest 
to confess that their opinions are worth nothing, 
because they have never studied the Word of God 
in earnest, or sought for Divine enlightenment. 

We have next to take a brief survey of the 
other department of man's nature : the affections 
and wilL 

The natural state of man's heart is thus de- 
scribed in the Word of God : " There is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after 
God : they are all gone out of the way." "Dead 
in trespasses and sins ; alienated from the life of 
God." 

Thus we see that the leading characteristic of 
man's nature is its utter deadness towards God. 
The unequivocal statements of Scripture on this 
head are painfully borne out by experience. It is 
not exceeding the bounds of truth to assert that 
at this present day, in Christian England, with aU 
the religious activity that abounds, the majority of 
the people are literally living without God in the 
world, completely dead in trespasses and sins, with- 
out the slightest consciousness of duty towards the 
great Creator of their being. 
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This native deadness, however, is not confined 
to such ; all the spiritual diseases of man's nature 
are so subtle that they can never be expelled but 
by the renewing grace of God ; wanting this, they 
do but shift their ground, and, if driven from one 
stronghold, take refuge in some other. Thus we 
haye numbers who do recognise God's claims, who 
go through the forms of religion, and are even 
zealous, after a fashion, who have never been 
quickened, but are dead. 

This feature of man's disease is more palpable 
to the discernment of a spiritual mind, in an age 
of religious activity like this, when natural men 
are prompted to take part in religious movements, 
and when a certain profession of religion has be- 
come fashionable; thus we see in many circles 
that unseemly attempt to combine religion and 
the spirit of the world — church-going and ball- 
going, family worship and the racecourse, the 
Lord's Supper and the hunting-field, an atmosphere 
which ought to be full of life and love to Christ, 
and an atmosphere which is full of frivolity and 
redolent with the essence of this world's carnality 
and sin. Thus are we reminded how deceitful the 
hmnan heart is. by meeting with persons resting 
in the routine of an outward formalism with entire 
self-contentment, who have manifestly never 
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been quickened^ and are still destitute of spiritual 
life. 

These introductory remarks I have indulged in, 
more clearly and distinctly to set before you the 
absolute necessity of the new birth, of which 
nothing can be more convincing and expressive 
than the words of our Lord : " Ye must be bom 
again." Also to enable you to realise what it is 
the soul requires in order to its new birth or re- 
generation. 

These wants, as we have already seen, may be 
classed under two heads — light and life. To im- 
part this light, and to give this life to the soul of 
man, is the great office of the Holy Ghost. Let us 
trace this work of the Spirit of God on the heart 
of man, in reference to these particulars ; and first 
of all, as the source of light. When God, enter- 
taining purposes of mercy towards any soul, 
directs the Holy Spirit to perform a work of 
regenerating grace upon it, there is first that im- 
portant part of the spiritual nature to be acted on, 
the understanding and the intellect. And here I 
would remind you that the agency of the Holy 
Spirit in the enlightening of the understanding, is 
always in subordination to the Word of God. The 
true ssdSf^ard against error lies herein : we would 
put the highest honour upon God's written Word, 
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and receive it not merely as the sole rule of faith 
and practice, but likewise as the exclusive mate- 
rial out of which the Spirit of God weaves that 
web of light wherewith it clothes the soul of a 
regenerate man. 

That which the Holy Ghost has to accomplish, 
is to correct the obliquity of man's vision, not to 
furnish him with a new revelation. A blind man 
came to Jesus : our Lord's miracle consisted not in 
changing the face of nature, nor in presenting new 
and strange landscapes to the man's eyes, but in 
opening those eyes which aforetime had been 
blind, so that at first he saw men as trees walking, 
and af te^ that all things plainly and clearly on the 
face of nature. 

Similar is the work of the Spirit upon the soul 
of man. The Spirit takes of the things of Christ 
— ^which things are all in the Bible — ^and shows 
them to the soul ; enables it to see, as it never saw 
before, the completeness, fulness, suitableness, of 
Christ's redemption ; how well qualified to. satisfy 
all its spiritual wants and the cravings of its 
inmost nature. 

Now this enchanting and beauteous landscape 
is all spread out in the Book of life. Why, then, 
do not the thousands who read or hear that Book, 
fdl see and rejoice in it ? Simply because their 
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eyes have never been anointed with eyesalve that 
they might see. That native cataract which ob- 
scures the vision, that spiritual amaurosis which 
has dimmed and perverted the sights renders them 
incapable of seeing and spiritually understanding 
Divine truth. 

As the oculist has to administer in the course of 
liis practice to a very great variety of diseases, to 
which that delicate organ the eye is subject, aiming 
in every case, however, to bring it to the same 
condition of clear, healthy, and distinct vision ; so 
has the Spirit of God to deal with an endless 
variety of intellectual diseases and perversions of 
spiritual perception, out of all which divers and 
opposite conditions He has to bring the objects of 
Divine mercy, by the enlightening power of His 
grace,to the same clear spiritual eyesight. Whether 
it be out of the depths of Bomish superstition, or 
from off the shoals and quicksands of infidelity in 
all its various forms ; whether it be out of a stat6 
of common ignorance, or of mere intellectual 
orthodoxy — out of all. these varying conditions 
does the Holy Ghost bring those whom God has 
ordained to eternal life ; and applying an eyesalve 
suited to the varying wants of each individual^ 
brings each to the same clear view of himself as a 
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sinner, and Christ as the only and complete 
Saviour. 

That which we contend for is the absolute neces- 
sity of a Divine work of the Holy Ghost upon 
man's understanding, to enable him to see spiritu- 
ally and to appropriate savingly the blessed Gospel 
of the grace of God. It may be difficult to describe 
the nature of such vision, but he who has experi- 
enced it will never hesitate to testify of its reality 
and preciousness. 

Contrasting his natural unenlightened condition 
with his subsequent spiritual perceptions of Divine 
truth, when the Holy Ghost has been his teacher 
and has anointed his eyes with eyesalve, he finds 
no words better suited to describe his happy case 
than those of the man who was blind from his 
birtli : "One thing I know, that whereas -I was 
blipd, now I see." 

Important as this process of spiritual enlighten* 
ment is, as an essential element in the regeneration 
of the soul of man by the Holy Ghost, another 
still more important gift remains to be received, 
before the soul can be transformed and transferred 
from a state of nature into a state of grace ; and 
that is life — spiritual life. 

As we have already seen, the state of man, by 
nature, is death — spiritual death. He is dead in 
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trespasses and sins ; not merely as lying under the 
sentence of judicial condemnation, but dead to 
God ; his soul having no element or principle of 
spiritual life in it. Hence the great fundamental 
oflBce of the Spirit of God is to impart life. A 
process of quickening is essential Thus testifies 
the Apostle : " Yoa hath He quickened who were 
dead." And again : " You being dead, hath He 
quickened together with Christ." This state of 
spiritual deadness in which every soul by nature 
exists, is further illustrated by an expression well 
calculated to describe its character — alienation of 
the heart from God. And it is by this form of 
words that the Apostle Paul frequently describes 
this the grand evil of man's unrenewed nature : 
*• Being alienated from the life of God." " You were 
sometime alienated, and enemies in your mind." 

We have here the state of man's heart by nature 
truly depicted in the inspired oracles ; they repre- 
sent to us the universal experience of humanity, 
before the Spirit of God has regenerated the soul. 
This alienation, however, may exist under many 
modifications, for there is subtilty in this disease 
also. We see it in all its native ugliness, naked 
and exposed, in the infidel, the profane, and the 
ungodly — ^but not in them alone. We see it like- 
wise frequently clothed in the fair garb of pietism 
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and superstition, or in the cold cerements of for- 
malism and worldly morality. Many a supersti- 
tion is traceable to this fountain-head — alienated 
from the life of God. And it is because the 
alienated heart cannot endure the vitality of real 
communion with God, because it neither knows 
nor loves the spiritual life, therefore it takes up 
with the counterfeit^ the shadow, the bald sem- 
blance. It forms an important branch of ministe- 
rial faithfulness to probe the human heart, and to 
expose that common self-conceit which leads 
persons to imagine that they have been converted 
to Gk>d, who have never experienced that essential 
quickening process, which we would term life firom 
the dead. 

What, then, is the remedy for this fatal disease ? 
You have it from the lips of the great Physician 
Himself, in the words of our t-ext : " Ye must be 
born again." A complete, distinctive, abiding 
transformation of the heart and nature of man 
from its original Grod-hating alienated condition 
must take place. To accomplish this is the pecu- 
liar office of the Holy Ghost; hence the being 
bom again is immediately after called by our 
Lord, being " bom of the Spirit" Its vitality, as 
well as the greatness of the change, are both ex- 
pressed by the words — a new birth. 
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Yes, my Christian brethren, this is a real work 
of the Spirit of God upon the soul. The new birth 
is not a mere figure, a vain dream, a phantasy, 
without evidence or proof, erroneously supposed to 
be attached to or wrought by a sacrament ; but a 
real change and transformation of the heart, a 
change so x&arveUous, a transformation so blessed, 
that words fail adequately to describe it : the 
strongest figures fall short of the reality. The 
new birth, life from the dead, a new creation, the 
new man, conversion, renewing, regeneration, trans- 
formation, quickening — are some of the expressions 
by which the feebleness of language strives in vain 
to grasp the vast conception — all of which are 
struggling to convey the strongest possible idea of 
the greatest possible change which the nature of 
man can undergo, so that the opposite extremes 
between the carnality of the old man and the 
spirituality of the new man, are wide as the poles 
asunder. 

Now I desire to direct you practically to the 
Holy Spirit as the Author of this spiritual life. 
Would to God that what I have said this day 
might lead some souls deeply to realise their need 
of conversion and renewal, of receiving a new 
nature from above, of being regenerated by the 
Holy Spirit of God. It is a gift from God, and 
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can be received from no other source whatever. 
Oh ! that the conviction of this truth might drive 
yon to the throne of grace with this prayer on your 
lips : " O Grod, give me the Holy Spirit to convert 
and renew my heart !" 

On that important and interesting branch of our 
subject, viz., the various modes of operation 
whereby the Spirit of Ood quickens dead souls, I 
can only very briefly touch. I shall confine myself 
to two distinctive results, as standing out promi- 
nently in the experience of true conversion. And 
these are — first, conviction of sin; secondly, a 
saving reception of Christ into the soul by &ith. 
Whether these take place suddenly, and foUow 
each other by rapid sequence, or whether they be 
of slow growth and gradual development, they are 
essential and vital. 

Travailing in birth till Christ be formed in you, 
that which our hearts long and desire is to see 
that the new birth be real, the change of heart 
and nature unmistakable in you ; that convictions 
of sin be sound, healthy, vigorous, and deep ; that 
the reception of Christ into your hearts as a com- 
plete Saviour be a real transaction of your souls, 
conveying to them a sense of pardon, acceptance, 
and filial adoption into the kingdom of God's dear 
Son. 
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In commencing a work of grace upon the soul, 
the Holy Ghost employs an endless variety of 
means, so that probably not many have had the 
same experience throughout. Not unfrequently, 
however, when the Spirit begins His gracious work, 
He does so by making the soul sick of the world, 
imparting to it a deep sense of the utter vanity of 
all those things in which it has hitherto rejoiced. 
Many a one who has had an overflowing cup of 
earthly happiness^ not a wish ungratified, every- 
thing the carnal heart could desire, has realised 
the utterly unsatisfying nature of all, and felt a 
void the world could never fill. This has led to 
seeking for something better : the first step in the 
right direction. At this stage nature prompts the 
soul to do works of righteousness in order to com- 
mend itself to God, which ofttimes gives rise to a 
process of ignorant asceticism, and leads to a long 
experience of disappointment, vexation, and dis- 
tress, from finding its utter inability to keep the 
commandments. As the hopelessness of this at- 
tempt to work out its own salvation becomes more 
and more manifest, always falling short, always 
resulting in the same disappointment and a con- 
stantly recurring sense of weakness and misery, 
convictions of sin increase and the soul begins to 

2 
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despair. This is a second stage of progress in its 
spiritual experience. 

Whatever means the Holy Ghost may see fit to 
employ, the end aimed at is ever the same — con- 
viction of sin ; so as to empty the sinner of him- 
self, and to make him realise his own utter 
helplessness and inability to save himself. This 
conviction of sin can only be inwrought upon the 
soul by the Spirit of God; the most powerful 
arguments, the most lucid exhibition of Divine 
truth, the most fervent appeals to heart and con- 
science, all fail, till God the Holy Ghost takes the 
matter, as it were, into His own hands. When 
the soul has reached this stage of experience^ it is 
then prepared for a saving reception of Christ by 
faith. And then it is that the Spirit takes of the 
things of Christ and shows them to it. Then does 
the weary soul, which has been so long trying to 
work out its own salvation, discover that, whilst 
this is hopeless, it may be saved by the work of 
another and by the righteousness of another, even 
the Lord Jesus Christ, 

When that precious declaration of Paul reaches 
the heart of one in such a state : " By grace are ye 
saved through faith, and that not of yourselves, it 
is the gift of God;" and when the eyes of the 
understanding have been opened so as to see " the 
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righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ," as the only and all-sufficient source of 
justification for the sinner, then it is as though the 
veil had been rent asunder and a new wondrous 
vision presented to the soul. When by grace the 
sinner is enabled to lay hold on this newly-revealed 
Saviour, so as to possess himself of His righteous- 
ness and to realise that he is now " justified from 
all things/' it is impossible to describe the relief 
that foUows, the freedom of spirit, the joy and 
peace experienced in believing, the transport which 
fills the soul, or the hallelujahs of praise and 
thanksgiving which now ascend to heaven from 
the heart of a sinner saved by grace. 

Now all this is a distinct work of the Holy 
Ghost carried on in the soul. It is the Spirit who 
convinces of sin. It is the Spirit who takes of the 
things of Christ and shows them to the soul. In 
short, it is the Spirit who imparts both light and 
life, and, in so doing, changes, transforms, and 
moulds anew the heart into the image of Him that 
created him, making him a new creature in Christ 
Jesus. 

Here we must close. But oh, my Christian 
brethren, let me impress upon your minds the 
solemnity of those words, " Ye must be born again." 
What issues for eternity hang upon them ! Having 

2—2 
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heard from the Word of God whereia the new 
birth consists, can you rest content any longer 
without having experienced it ? can you any longer 
he satisfied with yourselves as you are ? I speak 
to some who must be conscious that they have 
never been regenerated by the Spirit of God. Oh, 
then, listen, as men whose salvation is at stake, as 
men face to face with eternity, as men who realise 
the preciousness of their immortal souls ! Act, I 
implore you, on the last piece of advice I shaU 
give. Change entirely the character of your 
prayers, if pray at aU you do ; and begin hence- 
forth, with persistent earnestness, to ask God to 
give you a new nature, to change your hearts, to 
i'egenerate your souls, to make you new creatures 
in Christ Jesus, to give you the Holy Ghost, that 
you may be born again. 

After this, go on to implore that God would 

reveal His Son in you, would enable you to close 

with tlie offers of salvation and to make them your 

own, would give you living appropriating faith, so 

that you. may have assurance of your pardon and 

icceptance with God, through the distinctive testi- 

nonjr of the Spirit with your own spirit that you 

re a child of God. 

Oil, if yon would but persistently persevere in 
is course, what glorious and blessed fruits of the 
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Spirit should we behold in this congregation ! And 
of this, our house of God, it would be reported 
with joy in the heavenly courts, concerning many 
a one now in a state of nature's deadness and 
darkness — that he was bom here ; and the Lord, 
when He writeth up the people, would count that 
this man and that man were bom here. 

May such a season of refreshing from the pre- 
sence of the Lord be vouchsafed to us, that, 
numbers of souls being regenerated by the Holy 
Ghost, there may be added to our Church dally 
such as shall be saved. 



SERMON 

No. I. 

JOHN III. 3* 

" Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God." 

There is no statement in Scripture more important 
than this declaration of our Lord's to N"icodemus ; 
and yet there is no statement so mnch disregarded, 
so frequently repudiated, or else ignored, by the 
children of men. For all this, the Word of God is 
true, as they shall learn to their cost in the next 
world, who in this have failed to obtain this 
gracious renovation of their nature. 

Many a time and oft have I endeavoured to 
impress this solemn truth on your minds, so that 
if any attendant on the services of this church is 
content to live and die, without having experienced 
the new birth, he will not have it in his power to 
plead ignorance, before the bar of God, at the 
judgment-day. 
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But as the human mind is frequently more in- 
fluenced by example than by precept, and learns 
more by studying the lives of others than by 
direct dogmatic teaching, finding such narrative 
lessons more agreeable than any others, I purpose, 
therefore, to illustrate the great truth contained in 
our text by a series of pictures drawn to the life,- 
in the New Testament, which will illustrate the 
fact that it is through the gate of conversion that 
every sinner enters the kingdom of God, that a 
change of heart and nature is the essential pre- 
requisite to becoming a real Christian. And that, 
notwithstandinor the j^eat varieties of character 
and moral condition which prevail amongst men, 
still the same fundamental change must take place, 
although that change may occur under a great 
diversity of operations. 

I purpose, therefore, to classify the conversions, 
recorded in the New Testament, under certain 
heads or characters, illustrating similar classes 
and characters existing in the present day, and 
showing that, however amiable and virtuous, 
however depraved and immoral, the nature we 
brought into the world with us must be regene- 
rated before salvation can become the portion of 
anyone. 

I shall commence this picture-gallery of New 
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Testament illustrations of conversions with the 
following class. 

Over the door of this first apartment into which 
I shall introduce you, is written in legible words : 
. Worldly men suddenly converted to Christ 

The first of the portraits under this title is that 
of Matthew the Publican. 

Matthew, called also Levi, supposed to have 
been a native of Galilee, was the son of Alpheus 
and Mary. 

By profession he was a publican — ^Luke expressly 
says so (v. 27) : ** After these things Jesus went 
forth, and saw a publican, named Levi, sitting at 
the receipt of custom." 

This happened in Capernaum, a city on the Lake 
of Gennesaret in Galilee, 

Our Lord having visited the country of the 
Gergesenes on the east side of the lake, where two 
men possessed of devils were released by him 
from their Satanic possession, He entered into a 
ship, as we read in Matthew ix. 1, and passed over 
and came into His own city ; this was not Naza* 
reth, but Capernaum, as we read in Matthew iv. 13, 
" Leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Caper* 
naimi." And here it was that Matthew pursued 
his calling of publican or tax-gatherer. Not in the 
great city of Jerusalem, but in a much humbler 
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sphere, Capernaum being only a small provincial 
town ; the greater probabihty, therefore, that 
Matthew should have been previously acquainted 
with our Lord's miracles and claims. 

We now come to consider Matthew's profession 
and personal character, previous to his conversion. 

Matthew was a publican, a profession in very 
bad odour amongst the Jews at that time. The 
reason of this was twofold : in the first place, a 
tax-gatherer's office, in no country or age, has ever 
been very popular ; but at the time we are speak- 
ing of, these taxes were farmed from the Eomans, 
who ruled the country with a rod of iron ; and as 
the contractor had to raise the stipulated sum or 
rent before he could make any gain, and as his 
powers of exaction were almost unlimited, there 
was every temptation to be guilty of unjust and 
grasping demands. 

In the next place, the oflSce was still more 
odious, as being filled by fellow-countrymen of 
their own in subserviency to the Boman con- 
querors, who were universally hated. Besides 
which, they regarded this Boman taxation as an 
afTront to the liberty of the nation and a standing 
instance of that slavery to which they had been 
reduced, under which they chafed, and which of 
all things they could least endure. That their 
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own brethren should thus conspire with their 
sworn enemies, the Bomans, was a great aggrava* 
tion, and publicans were universally abhorred by 
the Jewish nation, so that they would hardly have 
any communication with them, or sit at meat with 
them. It was a common proverb amongst them : 
" Take not a wife out of that family wherein there 
is a publican, for they are all publicans " — mean- 
ing thereby thieves, robbers, and wicked persons. 
Thus the office of publican became a by-word of 
opprobrium and contempt ; we find them classed 
with the most abhorred of mankind — ^as publicans 
and sinners, publicans and harlots, an heathen and 
a publican. 

Some have supposed that as Matthew pursued 
his profession by the seaside, on the Lake of 
Gennesaret, that his duties were somewhat ana- 
logous to those which in our seaports are known 
under the title of custom-house officers. That he 
gathered the dues from the shipping and produce 
on the lake, and that when sitting at the receipt of 
custom, he somewhat resembled a primitive col- 
lector of customs, in a suitably primitive and 
humble custom-house. 

We must next consider Matthew's character, 
principles, and conduct, previous to his conversion. 

And here I would observe, that there is not a 
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sinp;le word in Scripture to lead us to suppose that 
he was that worthless, exacting, and dishonest 
character which the Jews, with their strong preju- 
dices, regarded every publican to be. 

It is no uncommon thing, in every age, for the 
populace to imbibe an indiscriminate prejudice 
against classes or professions, and unjustly to 
charge every member of that profession with being 
guilty of all the vices or faults which, with undis- 
cerning bigotry, they have laid to the charge of 
the whole body. 

"When we come to consider the records of another 
publican, a man filling a higher post than Matthew, 
viz., Zaccheus, we shall find that he pleads guilty 
to having committed one of the great sins charged, 
too often with reason, against publicans, viz., un- 
just exactions, for he confesses that on some occa- 
sions he had taken, by false accusation against 
men, that to which he was not entitled. 

But we have not a word nor a hint of anything 
of this kind brought against Matthew ; when intro- 
duced to us, he is occupied in his lawful calling, 
sitting at the receipt of custom. 

Nor do I see any reason why we should regard 
Matthew in any other light than that of a man of 
business, absorbed in the interests and gains of this 
world, and hence a type of a very large class in the 
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present day, viz., worldly men, living for the in- 
terests of time, and ignorant of Christ. Of such 
you may find hundreds in this city and in every 
town in England. 

We now come to the record of his conversion, 
that great event which exercised such a marvellous 
influence on the whole future of his life. 

This is briefly narrated in the same words by 
Matthew and Mark, as follows : " Jesus saith unto 
him. Follow Me. And he arose and followed 
Him." Luke slightly enlarges, for he says : " He 
left all, rose up, and followed Him." 

Short as this record is, nevertheless it is the 
epitome of a life, for on these few words hangs his 
future destiny, both for time and eternity. It 
completely altered that destiny during the re- 
mainder of his days on earth, and it resulted in his 
gaining a crown of glory in the kingdom abova 

How great a wrench must it have been to begin 
with, and how many sacrifices did it involve ! 
Before Christ spoke those few simple words, he was 
a prosperous man, had a house of his own, and 
could aflbrd to make a great feast. But when he 
cast in his lot with Christ, the despised Nazarene, 
it involved the loss of house and home, the sacri- 
fice of all that a worldly man holds dear, and the 
becoming a follower of Him who had not where to 
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lay his head. What a fool must he have appeared 
in the eyes of his unbelieving brethren. But 
viewed in the light of eternity, how wise his course ! 

There are many interesting questions in connec- 
tion with Matthew's conversion, of which we are 
left by Scripture in profound ignorance. For in- 
stance, what was the amount of knowledge of 
Christ possessed by Matthew previous to his con- 
version ? Again, what was the influencing motive 
which induced him so suddenly to adopt a resolve 
involving so great a sacrifice ? 

On these subjects, however, as it is vain, so is it 
needless to speculate ; for we are provided with a 
solution of the difl&culty by the teaching of the 
Word, and we must in accordance therewith ex- 
plain Matthew's ready response to our Lord's 
invitation to follow Him, as the eflectual calling 
of God, according to that word of the Apostle : 
" Moreover, whom He did predestinate, them He 
also called." 

Bishop Hall indulges in the following devout 
reflection on this subject : 

" Who can despair in the consciousness of his 
unworthiness, when he sees this pattern of the free 
bounty of Him that calleth us ? Merits do not 
carry it in the gracious election of God, but His 
mere favour. 
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'* Saviour, before the world was, Thou sawest 
that man sitting there ; Thou sawest Thine own 
passage ; Thou sawest ffis caU !" 

There are two kinds of calling — ordinary, and 
effectual: the ordinary, that which all men are 
constantly receiving and as constantly refusing; 
and effectual, which I cannot define so lucidly as 
has already been done in the Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith : *' All those whom God hath pre- 
destinated unto life. He is pleased effectually to 
call out of that state of sin and death in which 
they are by nature, to grace and salvation by Jesus 
Christ, enlightening their minds spiritually and 
savingly to understand the things of God, taking 
away their heart of stone and giving unto them a 
heart of flesh ; renewing their wills, and by His 
Almighty power determining them to that which 
is good, and effectually drawing them to Jesus 
Christ, yet so as they come most freely, being made 
willing by His grace." 

Such an effectual calling did Matthew receive 
when our Lord addressed to him those two simple 
words : Follow Me. How many since that day 
have had far more earnest appeals made to them 
to foUow Christ, but all in vain! How many 
worldly-wise worshippers of Mammon have de- 
spised that call, and died in their sins I But 



ST. MATTHEW. 31 

Matthew responds to it without a moment's hesita- 
tion or delay. There and then he left all, rose 
up, and followed Him. 

If I am to produce any good by exhibiting to 
you this first picture of conversion, it must be by 
convincing those, who in any degree resemble 
Matthew, of the necessity of being themselves 
converted to Christ, So long as they remain in- 
sensible to this important fact, so long all repre- 
sentations of tnith will be useless to them. Their 
hearts are clad in Satan's proof armour, and the 
shafts of Divine grace, which aim to wound the 
conscience and produce conviction of sin, must 
fall with blunted edge to the ground, leaving the 
unhappy soul under the control and power of 
Satan. 

I wish, therftfore, to reach the hearts of as many 
as possible in the congregation, and the extreme 
indefiniteness of our knowledge of Matthew's cha- 
racter, before his conversion, tends to enlarge the 
circle ; for you may, if you choose, regard Matthew 
as a type of the publicans, a hard, grasping, greedy, 
godless man of the world, living only for himself. 
Or you may enlarge the circle, and, finding that no 
such charges are brought against him in Scripture, 
give him credit for being an upright, virtuous man, 
following his lawful secular calling, and having 
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nothing against him except that he was a man of 
the world, ignorant of Christ, and with a heart 
unchanged by Divine grace. And oh ! how many 
in our congregation does this picture represent ! 
A man of the world, ignorant of Christy with a 
heart unchanged by Divine grace. Cannot I con- 
vince you of this ? If you look into your own 
heart, and examine it honestly by the Word of God 
as your guide, and test the nature of your religion, 
such as it is, can you any longer hoodwink your- 
self to believe that things are any better with you 
than I have described ? Are you not compelled to 
confess to yourself, " I am in truth a man of the 
world. I have never had any real heart-experience 
of Christ ; except by the hearing of the ear, I must 
confess myself ignorant of Him "? 

Will you, then, any longer persist in ignoring the 
great truth, with all its fatal consequences, that 
this is the natural, nay, necessary, result of having 
a heart unchanged by Divine grace ? 

Oh ! what would I not give if only one single 
individual would go home from this church deeply 
convinced of this truth, and, in the retirement of 
his chamber and of his own heart, discuss the 
matter with himself thus : " I now see, and know, 
and feel, that I have never been born again of the 
Spirit ; and yet our Lord has said, Except a man 
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be barn again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 
It is clear, therefore, that my soul is not saved ; 
and, unless I get this change, never will be. I 
now distinctly see that I have never been renewed 
in the spirit of my mind ; that I have never become 
a new creature in Christ, for want of which all my 
religion, such as it is, is utterly worthless. It is 
like a house built on the sand, and has no founda- 
tion. What, then, am I to do ? I confess that I 
am at my wit's end. What am I to do ? How am 
I to get my soul saved V 

Now, if you are really in earnest, I will give you 
an aU-sufficient answer to this aU-important ques- 
tion. But T should like, first, to be quite sure that 
you are really in earnest, and that this is not a mere 
transient impression, which your first contact with 
the world will efface. I should like to know that 
you are really deeply convinced of sin, the sin of 
your past worldly, Christ-neglecting, though it 
may have been blameless life. 

I should like to know that the issues for eternity 
have seized upon your soul with overwhelming 
conviction, that you have realised what a fearful 
thing it is to die unsaved; what a tremendous 
thing eternity is — endless time, going on from 
generation to generation, never to cease; and the 
great question, " Am I to spend this endless exist- 

3 
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ence in the presence of God and the enjoyment of 
the blessedness of heaven for ever ? or am I to be 
excluded from the presence of Him who made me, 
to spend an endless existence of misery and woe in 
company with wicked men and devils 1" 

Now to such a really anxious, earnest, inquiring 
soul, crying out *' What must I do ?" I answer, 
" Hear our Lord's call to Matthew, and do just as 
Matthew did." 

Our Lord said to Matthew, " Follow Me ;" and 
Matthew " rose up, left all, and followed Him." 

Now here is a test of your sincerity and reality. 
If you are in earnest, if you are honestly seeking 
salvation, you will hear and obey the Saviour's 
caU, for it is as much addressed to you as to 
Matthew. But if you are not, if you are only 
playing with religion, if your sense of the import- 
ance of salvation and of the issues of eternity is 
not deep enough and sharp enough, if your heart 
is not broken by a sense of sin, then will you 
refuse the Saviour's call and return like the dog to 
his vomit, and will settle down once more to a 
worldly life, till you wake up too late, on your 
death-bed, or in eternity. 

Now which is it to be ? Will you follow Christ, 
or will you refuse Him ? Now is the time to 
decide ; putting it off is of itself a refusal, aud 
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will seal your doom. Oh, then, be wise, and decide 
at once in favour of Christ and your own soul, 

Eemember, then, that Matthew rose up, left all, 
and followed Christ 

First. This he did literally ; this you must do 
spiritually. His rising up was off his seat ; your 
rising up must be like that of the spouse of Christ, 
when she exclaimed: "I rose up to open to my 
Beloved." It must be an uprising of the heart to 
go to Christ, and an opening of that heart to admit 
Christ. 

Secondly. Matthew left all his worldly goods 
and abandoned his worldly profession. This is not 
the nature of your calL As Paul said to the con- 
verts of his day, " Let every man abide in the 
same calling wherein he was called," so say we. 

That which you have to leave — and it is far 
harder to do so than any change of worldly pro- 
fession — ^is to leave a worldly life, to leave worldly 
ways and habits, and all those things which are 
unfriendly to a spiritual life, henceforth taking 
Christ for your portion ; it is to forsake the world 
in heart and affection. 

Thirdly. Matthew followed Christ literally, 
and went about Judsea with Him. But you 
must follow Christ spiritually, going along with 
Him in all His teaching, keeping close to Him in 

3—2 
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heart and spirit, communing with Him as with a 
present Mend, imitating His example, following in 
His footsteps. 

Now this process can only be carried on by one 
who is under the influence, teaching, and power of 
the Holy Ghost, whose heart is in the very process 
of being regenerated, having new affections and 
dispositions planted in it, and at the same time 
having the eyes of the understanding spiritually 
enlightened, so as to see things quite differently 
from what he ever did before. 

Now go and transact all this important vital 
business, honestly, persistently, believingly, ear- 
nestly, in the retirement of your closet, in the 
secret of your own heart, at the throne of grace, 
crying out to God, in the name of His own dear 
Son, to give you a new heart and to enable you to 
rise up, to leave all, and to follow Christ. And oh ! 
may many a heart now in this church, hearing this 
urgent, affectionate appeal, go and do likewise. 



SEKMON 

No. 11. 

JOHN III. 3. 

'^ Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God* 

I UNDERTOOK, in my last discourse from this text^ 
to give you a series of New Testament illustrations 
of conversion, the first class or division of which 
I entitled " "Worldly men suddenly converted to 
Christ." Under this head I gave you the character 
and history of Matthew the publican ; and I now 
proceed to draw the portrait of another publican, 
Zaccheus. 

The narrative of Zaccheus is recorded by Luke 
alone of all the evangelists ; nor is lie referred to 
in any part of Scripture except in this nineteenth 
chapter. The records of his life and history are, 
therefore, few, but of such surpassing interest as 
amply to reward the attention we shall bestow 
upon them. 
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Zaccheus was a Jew, of pure blood, probably by 
direct descent from Abraham. 

But he was a tax-gatherer, or publican, which 
in the eyes of his countrymen was as great a 
blemish as Naaman's leprosy: "Now, Naaman 
was a great man, and honourable ; he was also a 
mighty man in valour, but he was a leper." So 
Zaccheus, though a rich man, and a son of Abra- 
ham, was nevertheless a publican, which was a 
moral leprosy to the Jews. 

Bich, therefore, as he was, important a place as 
he filled in society — ^for he was not merely a pub- 
lican, or custom-house officer, like Matthew, but he 
was the chief among the publicans, the head man, 
who farmed the Eoman taxes over a considerable 
district, having sub-collectors or common pub- 
licans under him, all which must have given him 
weight and influence in the country — nevertheless 
he was abhorred of the people, more especially oi 
the Scribes and Pharisees, who could find no 
better name for him than that of "a sinner" — a 
term far more contemptuous then, meaning all 
that was evil and despicable in the sight of 
men. 

One more fact we learn about this man before 
his conversion, and that from his own lips. His 
hands were not clean ; he had, in the pursuit rf 
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his business, taken money unjustly, by false accu- 
sation. 

Such -was the man* 

Our Lord was passing through Jericho, the city 
where Zaccheus dwelt. 

By this time the fame of Christ had spread far 
and wide ; the miracles He had wrought, the ser- 
mons He had preached, were everywhere spoken of; 
so that when He arrived at Jericho as a passing 
stranger, the people flocked to see Him, and filled 
up the streets. Amongst this gaping crowd of 
wonder-mongers came Zaccheus. We have no 
means of knowing that he was influenced by any 
higher or better motive than the rest, nor would 
the history of his past life suggest the thought. 
Idle curiosity, in all probability^ was the only 
stimulus which prompted his desire to see Jesus. 
At all events he was earnest in his desire, and was 
not to be baulked by the first impediment he met 
with. Being little of stature, he could not see 
over the heads of the crowd ; but, nothing dis- 
couraged, he ran before and climbed up into a 
sycamore -tree to see Him. Not a very dignified 
posture for a great man, and better fitted to the 
habits of street-boys* This, however, he did in 
his impatience to see Jesus, who He was. 

This narrative will serve to illustrate the eclectic 
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character of the Spirit of (rod under the present 
dispensation ; for though idle curiosity is a very 
bad preparation of heart, yet since that day many 
who have flocked to hear noted preachers of Christ, 
with no higher motive, have been converted 
thereby, though that was the very last thing they 
ever dreamt of in going there. We must admit, 
however, that such cases are few compared with 
the many whose curiosity prompts them to attend 
religious services out of the ordinary course. 
However powerful and fruitful the testimony may 
be, it reaches comparatively few hearts in the 
crowd so as to produce true, abiding conversion. 
Thus, when Jesus passed through Jericho, there 
was one Zaccheus, bom again of the Spirit, but 
we hear of none else in that great crowd. 

Zaccheus was prevented seeing Jesus because 
of the crowd, and because he was little of stature. 
This, in a figure, will describe the condition of 
only too many in the present day. They cannot 
see Jesus, first because they are little of stature. 
AU their ideas of religion are dwarfed and low ; 
they have not grown up into Christ in all things ; 
they are mainly ignorant of the plan of salvation ; 
they see nothing of His nature^ character, or work. 
And then He is shut out from their eyes by an in- 
tervening crowd — a crowd of cares, thoughts, affec- 
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tions, and desires, which effectually hinder them 
from breaking through and getting to Jesus so as 
to hear and know him. 

Would they, like Zaccheus, see Jesus, they must 
run before and climb up into a sycamore-tree; 
they must outrun the crowd, and get before it, and 
above it, by climbing up into a higher region. 
How can this be accomplished so effectually as 
by frequent recourse to the retirement of heart 
and closet, shutting out the world and communing 
with Christ? There it is that the Holy Ghost 
takes of the things of Christ, and shows them 
to the soul; there it is that Christ manifests 
Himself to the soul as He does not unto the 
world. 

Zaccheus climbed up into a svcamore-tree, or, as 
the original means, a fig mulberry, a name cJm- 
posed of two fruit-bearing trees. 

Now, just as our Lord said, ' Of thorns men do 
not gather figs, nor of a bramble-bush gather they 
grapes,' so say I to you ; in order to get a sight of 
Christ there must be a change in the nature of 
your heart ; it must no longer remain a thorn or 
a bramble-bush, but must become sycamore-like, 
■changed into the fig and mulberry fruit-bearing 
trees. And this is just the very reason why so 
few desire to see Jesus, or ever do see Him 
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spiritually, savingly; their nature is never changed, 
and hence they cannot climb ; they spend all their 
lives on the ground, the crowd shutting out the 
sight of Christ. 

I challenge you to test the truth of what I have 
said. Go aside into your closet ; endeavour to 
get a sight of Christ and to commune with Him. 
You will find, if your heart has never been 
changed, that you cannot ascend, that you cannot 
see Christ, that your affections will not go out to- 
wards Him; that all is strange, distasteful, dis- 
agreeable ; you soon tire and get wearied, and are 
glad to escape the task. Surely this ought to 
teach you a lesson that you have yet to be born 
again, have not yet received a new nature from 
God, have never become a new creature in Christ 
Jesus, and are yet in your sins. 

When Jesus came to the place where Zaccheus 
was, He looked up and saw him, and said unto 
Him, " Zaccheus, make haste, and come down ; for 
to-day I must abide at thy house." 

We have here one of the many illustrations in 
Scripture of our Lord's divine foreknowledge, similar 
to that furnished by His converse with Nathanael. 
They had never met before ; yet on His approach 
Jesus said : " Behold an Israelite in whom is no 
guile." Nathanael said : " Whence knowest Thou 
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me V JesuB answered and said : " Before that 
Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig- 
tree, I saw thee/' This prescience, this divine 
knowledge, convinced Nathanael, as well it might; 
and he exclaimed forthwith : " Eabbi, Thou art the 
Son of God ; Thou art the King of Israel/' 

So, in like manner, JeSus had a divine fore- 
knowledge of the counsel of God in reference to 
Zaccheus ; and though at the moment when He 
addressed him this publican was in the gall of 
bitterness and in the bond of iniquity, unjust and 
an extortioner, as bad a man as any in that crowd, 
if not worse, yet did Christ elect Zaccheus out of 
them all, first to abide under his roof, and then 
to renew and save his soul. 

How mysterious are the purposes of God I 
"There shall be two men in one bed; the one shall 
be taken, and the other shall be left. Two men 
shall be in the field ; the one shall be taken, and 
the other left/' 

It is a vain delusive theory, contrary to the 
teaching and facts of Scripture, that God's elec- 
tion and efiectual calling are in any way contin- 
gent, either upon the previous life or upon his fore- 
knowledge of what it will be after conversion. 
We can only resolve it into the complete freedom 
of God's own will and choice, and exclaim with 
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Paul : ** Oh the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God ! how nnsearch* 
able are His judgments, and His ways past finding 
out r 

The first symptom of a gracious disposition in* 
fluencing Zaccheus's heart is to be seen in the 
way he received our Lord's words : " Zaccheus, 
make haste, and come down ; for to-day I must 
abide at thy house." 

Words similar to these are frequently being 
whispered by the Spirit to the heart and con- 
science of sinners, when, under the power of the 
Word, they hear the message of our Lord Him- 
self : " Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if 
any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will 
come in to him, and wiU sup with him, and he 
with Me." Wondrous privilege! But alas! in- 
stead of hearkening thereto, how many show their 
carnal, unregenerate nature, the disregard of Christ 
which prevails in their corrupt hearts, by refusing 
tp listen, and turning a deaf ear to the gracious 
invitation, as well as to the Saviour's sorrowful 
complaint of love : ** Ye will not come unto Me 
that ye might have life." Instead of being de- 
lighted to entertain Christ under his roof and to 
receive him into his house as Zaccheus did^ the 
sinner refuses to open his heart to receive Jesus, 
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in response to the message of his Lord : " Make 
haste, and come down ; for to-day I must abide at 
thy house." No time is to be lost ; it is now or never. 
Make haste, therefore ; it must be to-day — to- 
morrow Christ will have passed away from Jericho, 
never to return ; therefore, " to-day, if ye will hear 
His voice, harden not your heart, as i^ the provo- 
cation." 

A man's soul may be called his house. Into it 
he retires from the world ; it is his own most secret 
possession, and there it is that Christ desires to be 
admitted. He cares not for temples made with 
hands, nor for the lip-service offered Him therein 
by unspiritual souls. What He wants is to be ad- 
mitted into the man's house — ^his soul, his heart — 
and to take up His abode there : " To-day I must 
abide at thy house." He wants to take up His 
abode there, to receive from him that spiritual 
worship, that tender love, affection, and service, 
which can be offered to Him so well nowhere else* 

" Oh, gracious Saviour ! art thou knocking at the 
door of my heart ? I desire to open it to Thee. 
Come in. Thou blessed of the Lord. Come in ; 
take up Thine abode here. Let me see Thy counte- 
nance — ^let me hear Thy voice ; for sweet is Thy 
voice, and Thy countenance is comely !" Such is 
the language of a regenerate soul. Oh, you who 
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hear me this day, ask yourselves : " Is this the lan- 
guage of ray heart ? Have I ever opened the door 
and admitted Christ to my inmost soul ?" 

Now this was the temper of Zaccheus ; he 
made haste, and came down, and received Christ 
joyfully. Note that last word — joyfully ; there 
is much instruction in it. Up to this moment, 
Zaccheus had been a stranger to Christ, and Christ 
to Zaccheus. Now, when a stranger asks hospi- 
tality at your hands, rarely can you say that you 
render it joyfully. You may do it ungrudgingly, 
from compassion or kindly feeling ; but joyfully is 
a word reserved for the reception of the dearest 
and oldest friends. 

How wonderful, then, the change which Grod 
had wrought in the heart of this grasping extor-: 
tioner, this ungodly publican, that in a. momierit 
he is ready to entertain Christ, to Ijestow upon 
Him the best he has in his house, and to do it not 
grudgingly or of necessity, but as a cheerful giver; 
yea, more, for he received Christ joyfully. 

Now, there are some of you present here to- 
night who think your religious condition much 
superior to that of Zaccheus ; but I would have 
you ask yourselves whether you have ever joy- 
fully received Christ into your hearts. The 
shallowness of the religion of most shows itself 
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herein, that it contains no joy. Now, a religion 
without joy is indeed a poor counterfeit ! 

That there was a real conversion of Zaccheus's 
heart at this moment, that a work of saving 
grace was being wrought upon him at this very 
time, is not an idle speculation. Neither can we 
be charged with overstraining the text, or of un- 
justifiably spiritualising a plain, simple narrative, 
for we have two unmistakable proofs that this 
was so. 

1st. Our Lord's own words ; " This day is salva- 
tion come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a 
son of Abraham." 

Salvation had come to his house, that is, to 
Zaccheus himself. A work of regeneration had 
already commenced in his heart, altering and 
changing it, radically and fundamentally, in all its 
dispositions, affections, motives, and principles, in 
reference to God and Christ. It was not a future, 
but a present salvation. " This day is salvation 
come," said the Lord. Note this ; for it is a very 
common, but erroneous, unscriptural notion, that 
salvation is a future thing, not to be looked for 
till after deatL All is doubt, uncertainty, and fear 
till then, and we cannot be sure, until after we 
have opened our eyes in eternity, whether we are 
saved or not. This is not the doctrine of Scrip- 
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tore, bat the teaching of an unenlightened heart ; 
and yoa will never have joy and peace in be* 
lieving till you have been able to leceive a piesut 
salyationy and know that yon are already saved. 
This is the highest stimulus to gratitude, love, and 
affection, and the source of more holiness, joy, 
and peace than anjrthing else. 

Moreover, our Lord testifies of Zaccheus, " forso- 
much as he is a son of Abraham." 

Now, this means something more than that he 
was a descendant of the patriarch. This would 
have been a commonplace truism, for such he had 
been before he met Christ, even from his birth, like 
most Jews. 

We must find the true meaning of our Lord's 
words in those of Paul, where he says: ''They 
which are of faith, the same are children of Abra- 
ham." Zaccheus, therefore, was no longer merely 
a son of Abraham, after the flesh, but had been 
made apartaker of Abraham's faith and privileges^ 
and of the promises made to him and his seed. 
Such was the salvation which that day had come 
to Zaccheus. 

2nd. The other proof that a work of regene- 
rating grace had taken place in Zaccheus's heart at 
that time is furnished by his own words, or rather 
acts, which give us an insight to the changed state 
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of liis heart. *' Zaccheus stood^ and said unto the 
Lord ; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor ; and if I have taken anything from 
any man by false accusation, I restore him four* 
fold/' 

We have here a practical proof of the won- 
derful change which had taken place in Zaccheus's 
heart. Till lately he had been a worldly, hard* 
hearted, grasping, unjust, dishonest man ; but now 
we see him under conviction of sin» His sins had 
never troubled him before ; or if conscience some- 
times did prick, he must have turned a deaf ear 
and hardened his heart : but now he calls to mind 
that in times past he had taken things unjustly 
from his fellow-countrymen by false accusation ; 
his conscience is now sharp, sensitive, and tender, 
and it at once prompts him to make restitution. 
Some would have been content to pay back the 
debt with interest ; but he is so conscious of his 
guilt, that whether to punish himself, or to show 
his sincerity, or to make up for the annoyance and 
loss inflicted on the sufferers by his dishonesty, 
he resolves to restore to them fourfold. 

Here you see divine grace dethroning the 
master-passion of Zaccheus's heart ; and this is one 
prominent feature in the work of conversion, with- 
out which it is nothing worth. 

4 
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But this is not all: we next see divine love 
taking its place. He might have said to himself : 
"Now that I have made ample restitution, and 
done even more than justice required, I may surely 
keep the rest of my substance to myself, with a 
good conscience." But no ! his heart is too full of 
love to allow this. Of his own free will he ex- 
claims : " Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor." Not the half of his annual income, 
but the half of his capital or estate. 

What a wonderful change must have taken place 
in that man's covetous heart, to make him will- 
ing to part so freely with his substance ! Under 
the same overpowering influence, similar instances 
have occurred in every age since then, and are con- 
stantly taking place in our own ; men who loved 
the world dearly, surrendering it, under that most 
powerful motive which can stir the heart of man, 
the love of Christ, and freely giving away their 
substance to do good, which aforetime they dung 
to with dogged tenacity. 

Let me give you just one illustration in point. 
That eminent Christian, Hervey, bears the follow- 
ing testimony of his own experience. He con- 
fessed that "his heart was once flinty, and his 
hands tenacious as the grave, but that the gentle 
force which opened them was a believing contem- 
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plation of Christ's most precious blood." He ex- 
claimed : " I am God's steward for the poor, and 
must husband the little pittance I have to bestow 
on them, and make it go as far as possible/' 

Having now concluded the history of Zaccheus, 
I ought to wind up with a practical application ; 
but to a considerable extent I have already applied 
our subject as we went along. I must, therefore, 
be brief. 

When handling the case of Matthew, I was dis- 
posed to take a more favourable view of his life 
before conversion than many do, and to regard him 
simply as the type of a respectable man of the 
world. 

I have felt no such disposition to look at 
Zaccheus in the same light. I think we have 
every reason to consider him, not merely as a 
worldly man, but as a thoroughly worthless, bad 
man ; and perhaps it would have been better, in- 
stead of classing him under the title of worldly 
men suddenly converted to Christ, to have included 
him in the same list as Mary Magdalene, the 
woman of Samaria, the thief upon the cross, who 
belonged to the class of immoral, depraved persons 
of whose wonderful conversion we have a record 
in the New Testament. But this oidy adds in- 
terest to the marvellous narrative. 

4—2 
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Amongst other truths already referred to, this 
recOTd of Zaccheus's conversion afifords the follow- 
ing instruction : 

Ist. That God's electing grace is nowise con- 
tingent upon man's merit. True it is, we are all 
naturally strangers from God ; the best are indis- 
posed to grace : but some seem worse than others, 
as if they were made out of coarser clay, and more 
depraved than the rest of men, whilst. the un- 
favourable conditions in which others are placed 
seem to thrust them down to lower grades of 
wickedness ; but out of this most degraded class, 
out of those whose hearts are more deeply stained 
with depravity than any others, not unfrequently 
does God choose His own dearest servants, who 
have done more for the cause of Christ than any 
others. Thus, Saul the persecutor, transformed into 
Paul the Apostle ; Augustine, Bishop of Hippo, 
the child of his mother's prayers ; and in modem 
times, Thomas Scott, the commentator; Colonel 
Gardiner, and John Newton, at one time a de- 
graded slave on the coast of Africa, owing solely 
to his own depravity and vice. 

So that even the voice of history justifies our trac- 
ing up salvation, with Paul, to that fountain-head, 
God's free electing grace, who " giveth not account 
of any of His matters " to any man, according to 
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the Apostle's words, " Not by works of righteous- 
ness which we have done, but according to His 
mercy He saved us." 

In the quaint language of old Bishop HaU, " We 
are in the hand of a cunning workman, who of 
the knottiest and crookedest timber can make 
rafters and ceiling for His own house ; who can 
square the marble or flint as well as the free- 
stone." 

2nd. In the next place, we have in this history 
of Zaccheus the greatest possible encouragement 
for the greatest possible sinner to come to Christ. 

I know there are some who despair of them- 
selves, and think there is no hope for such as they 
—they are too bad ever to get saved. Not so ; 
this is only a delusion of Satan's, to keep you 
where you are. Oh, then, avenge yourself on your 
great enemy by breaking loose from him, and fleeing 
to Christ for. refuge. He will not refuse you, but 
will graciously receive you. 

After the record of Zaccheus, no mart need 
despair ! 



SERMON 

No. III. 

JOHK III. 3. 

** Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God." 

Having now handled cases of conversion of men 
of the world, both moral and immoral, I propose to 
draw yoTir attention to a class of character pre- 
cisely opposite, and our subject to-day will be, New 
Testcment illvstroHons of the conversion of up^ 
right, mrtiLous, and pioibs persons, 

I think I hear some one exclaim: *'What do 
you mean ? How can upright, virtuous, and pious 
persons need conversion ? I can understand how 
immoral, depraved persons, and those who are 
thoroughly irreUgious, may, nay, must experience 
thorough conversion, before they can possibly see 
the kingdom of God ; but how can it be that good, 
pious people can need conversion V 

This is the paradox which I now propose to 
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s<dye, by bringing before you several cases of this 
kind out of the New Testament, who, notwith^ 
standing their goodness, needed conversion, and, 
by the grace of God, were converted. 

I shall begin with NathanaeL 

We read, in John L 43 : " The day following 
Jesus would go forth into Galilee and findeth 
Philip, and saith unto him, Follow Me." 

This call Philip promptly obeyed, and the result 
of his intercourse with Christ was the same as had 
been produced on the mind of Andrew the day 
before, who, finding his brother Simon, said unto 
him: "We have found the Messias." Under a 
similar impulse, Philip, as soon as he had made 
this great discovery, finds his own bosom &iend 
Nathanael, and saith unto him: ''We have found 
Him of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, 
did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 

Here we may note the germ of that evangeUstic 
principle which has, since that day, spread the 
Goq>el throughout the world. No sooner does a 
man discover Christ experimentally as his Saviour, 
than at once he must tell it out and endeavour to 
bring others to Jesus, that they too may be saved* 

But Nathanael makes an objection to Philip's 
statement. He had so mean an opinion of Naza- 
reth, though himself a Galilean, that he could not 
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think it likely so great a blessing, or indeed any 
good thing, could come out of so wicked a place as 
iN'azareth. 

He might also have added, what all the Jews 
believed : " Hath not the Scripture said that Chnst 
<^ometh out of the town of Bethlehem^ where 
David was ?" And Philip might have answered : 
'' True ! But Jesus, though called of Nazareth, was 
realty Himself bom in Bethlehent" Of this hct, 
however, Philip seems to have been ignorant ; lie 
therefore replied : " Come and see." 

This was common sense, and yet how seldom 
will people act on it when under the influence of 
prejudice. This is exactly what I would have all 
persons prejudiced against Gospel principles do^ 
Come and see. If, laying aside your prejudices, 
you would come with guileless candour to the 
Scriptures and search them with prayer, your pre- 
judices would give way imder the power of truth 
and the teaching of the Spirit ; and, like Andrew 
and Philip, you would find Jesus experimentally, 
savingly. Nathanael did so, and he was rewarded 
accordingly ; his prejudices were speedily scattered 
to the winds. 

Our Lord's encomium on Nathanaers chaiactery 
as he approached, was very remarkable.. 
V First, as being commendation of the very highest 
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order : " Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no 
guile r' 

Secondly, as illustrating His divine knowledge 
— he could read the hearty an exclusive attribute 
•bf God. Moreover, He gave still further proof of 
-His superhuman knowledge, when He said, in 
answer to Kathanael's exclamation of surprise: 
** Whence knowest thou Me ?" " Before that Philip 
called thee, when thou wast under the fig-tree, I 
saw thee/ Nathanael was conscious of having 
been alone imder the fig-tree, perhaps engaged in 
secret prayer, and he knew that no eye but that of 
God was upon him ; yet Jesus said : " I saw thee 
under the fig-tree." This marvellous proof of 
divine knowledge wrought conviction in the heart 
of Nathanael, so complete, that at once he made 
that noble confession of faith : " Eabbi, Thou 
art the Son of God; Thou art the King of 
Israel" 

In weighing the character of Nathanael, it must 
not be overlooked that he belonged to the Church 
of the living God ; that at that time salvation was 
of the Jews. Great were their privileges. Hear 
Paul's catalogue of them. " Israelites, to whom per- 
taineth the adoption, and the glory, and the coven- 
ants, and the giving of the law, and the service of 
<3od, and the promises; whose are the fathers, 
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and of whom as concerning the flesh Chxist 
came, who is over all God blessed for ever." 

Now, though the bulk of the Jews in our Lord's 
time were exceedingly depraved, contemptibly 
superstitious or wretchedly formal, just as it is 
with us at the present day, yet was there then, as 
there is now, " a renmant according to the election 
of grace." 

It is refreshing to contemplate such characters 
in the midst of superabounding iniquity as Simeon 
and Anna, Zacharias, Andrew, Simon Peter, Philip 
and Nathanael, all looking for the coming of 
Messiah, and leading lives consistent therewith. 
For the most part they were neither learned nor 
rich, yet were they pious Jews, just and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of IsraeL* 

* The spiritual condition of the pious Jews, before the 
coming of Christ, is a difficult subject on which to argue, 
and one unquestionably involved in considerable mystery; 
but as it is not a suitable topic of discussion in a practical 
discourse, I have purposely eschewed it There are those 
who cannot reconcile the language of our Lord in refer- 
ence to Nathanael with the proposition that he was not 
regenerated before our Lord met him. What was the 
spiritual condition of soul, not of Nathanael alone, bat of 
the pious Jews generally who lived before our Lord's 
Advent, is a mystery not easily fathomed. 

On the one hand, they feared and worshipx^ed God ; 
they led upright lives ; they walked up to the light they 
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What, then, was there wanting to complete the 
character of Nathanael ? Just that which John 
has narrated, a revelation of Christ to his soul, 

had ; they were looking for the promised Messiah. But, 
on the other hand, we know that their ignorance of the 
divine nature, spiritual character, and atoning results 
of His mission, was in most cases complete. Without, 
therefore, attempting to solve this difficult prohlem, I 
think we are perfectly justified in concluding that what 
we, under the teaching of the New Testament, recognise 
as conversion or regeneration, must have been very im- 
perfectly developed in those who had never heard of 
Jesus, who knew nothing of the saving efficacy of His 
blood and the justifying character of His righteousness, 
and hence whose hearts could not be under the powerful 
renewing influence of those motives which result from 
having been put in possession of a free pardon, a present 
salvation, and a sure interest in the blood and righteous- 
ness of our blessed Lord. 

The marvellous transformation of the character of the 
Apostles after our Lord's Ascension, when He was spiri- 
tuaUy revealed to their souls, serves further to illustrate 
this subject. And I think there is a close analogy between 
the state of soul of such imperfectly enlightened Jews^ 
and that of pious persons in the present day, whose creed 
is defective, and who have never had their hearts brought 
under the powerful regenerating influence of a spiritual 
revelation of Christ to their souls ; and it serves to illus* 
trate the leading object of this discourse, viz., the dose 
connection which exists between the complete regenera- 
tion of a sinner's heart and the reception into that heart 
of the grand dogmatic verities of the Oospel with all their 
soul-transforming energies. 
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which should enable him more clearly to under- 
stand the way of salvation, transforming his heart, 
and furnishing him with new motives for life. 
An opening of the Scriptures to his mind, similar to 
that vouchsafed by our Lord to the two disciples on 
their way to Emmaus, when, " beginning at Moses 
and all the prophets, he expounded unto them, in all 
the Scriptures, the things concerning Himself," and 
which so fired their souls, that they afterwards ex- 
claimed : " Did not our hearts burn within us V 

First. Nathanael, before his conversion, though 
he was looking for the Advent of Messiah, did not 
know who He was. Of Jesus he had never heard. 

Secondly. He did not know the attributes of 
Christ the Messiah, His divine nature, and 
Almighty power. 

We have no reason to suppose that Nathanael 
knew more concerning the purpose of the Messiah's 
mission than his fellow-disciples did, as embodied 
in the utterance of their disappointed hopes on 
their way to Emmaus : " We trusted that it had 
been He which should have redeemed Israel'* 
But we know that this redemption which they 
looked for was not the redemption of their souls 
from sin and death, but the deliverance of their 
nation from the power of the Eomans. 

Thirdly. Nathanael knew nothing of the divine 
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purpose that Christ should be delivered for our 
offences, and be raised again for our justifica- 
tion ; that He was to die upon the cross for us 
men, and for our salvation. 

Fourthly. Neither did he know that precious 
truth, " The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from 
all sin." 

Fifthly. Whatever knowledge he may have had 
of sin and of the law, he probably, like the rest of 
his countrymen, being ignorant of the righteous- 
ness of God — by which phrase, remember, Paul 
always means Christ's justifying righteousness — 
being ignorant, I say, of the righteousness of God, 
went about to establish his own, for he certainly 
was ignorant that Christ was the end of the law 
for righteousness to everyone that believeth. 

Sixthly. And hence he had no more knowledge 
of that crowning doctrine which brings salvation, 
joy, and peace to the believer, than Paul himself 
had before his conversion, viz., that " being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

I can suppose some one saying : " Doubtless, all 
you have said is very true ; but I don't see what 
it has to do with Nathanael's conversion. By con- 
version I understand a bad man's becoming a 
good one, whereas, by our Lord's own testimony, 
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Nathanael was a good man before he came to 
Christ, even an Israelite in whom there was no 
guile; and I don't see what a good man needs 
with conversion," 

I reply, your definition of conversion is very 
defective. One result of conversion, doubtless, 
is to change a bad man into a good one ; bat it 
is only part of the transformation accomplished 
thereby. 

Man's nature consists of the understanding; as 
well as of the heart, and a converted sinner is not 
one who has merely mended his life, but one who 
has been spiritually enlightened by the saving 
doctrines of the Gospel, and who, under the teach- 
ing and influence of those doctrines^ has had his 
heart changed, and has been furnished with new 
motives for life. 

Thus Paul argues, the love of Christ constraineth 
us, because we thus judge that one died for all ; 
here you see that dogma lies at the foundation. 
The wondrous doctrine that Christ died for sinners 
having reached his understanding and permeated 
his soul, it then seized upon his heart, and con- 
strained him to love and to obey. 

Lay it down, then, as an axiom, that dogmatic 
truths — so lightly regarded, alas ! in this degene- 
rate age— the great saving doctrines of the Gospel, 
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lie at the very root of true religion, without which 
men may coquette with a sentiment, and delude 
themselves with forms, but will never savingly get 
hold of Christ 

Now, I propound it to you as an undeniable 
truth, that a soul which has never heard of Christ's 
death, or what is the same thing, has never 
spiritually realized nor been influenced by it, is 
converted, whatever its previous morality may 
have been^ when, and only when, that great central 
truth, fructifying in the soul by divine grace, 
reaches the heart and constrains it to make a sur- 
render to Christ, and to take Him for its portion, 
its Prince, and Saviour. 

Now of all this Nathanael was ignorant before 
he came to Christ, as every sinner is. But when 
his soul was pierced with those convictions which 
found utterance in the words, " Thou art the Son 
of God ; Thou art the King of Israel," a grand re- 
vulsion of his soul took place. The central truth 
of Christianity having enlightened his understand- 
ing, he became a different man from what he was 
before, and might have exclaimed with Paul : 
** Now the love of Christ constraineth me." I mean 
not that all this necessarily took place in an in- 
stant; it would naturally develop, increase, and 
grow, just as his knowledge of the doctrine of 
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Christ became clearer to his onderstandiiig, and 
was more and morepowerfolly applied to his heart- 
by the Holy Ghost. 

The object of this series of disconrses being not 
merely to draw pictures of Scripture character, 
but to impress the great truths they illnstiate on 
yonr hearts, I shall, therefore, now proceed to 
apply the character of Nathanael, and the lessons 
we have learnt from it, to the understanding, con- 
science, and heart of this congregation. 

Making all due allowance for the difference ex- 
isting between the two parties, he an imperfectly- 
instructed Jew, we possessed of the facts of Scrip- 
ture from our childhood upwards, yet is there 
considerable resemblance between Nathanael, the 
unenlightened Jew, and a large section of the 
Christian Church in the present day. 

Admitting, as I do most fully, the great Scrip- 
ture doctrine of the universal depravity of man's 
nature — that all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of Grod, that the heart of every indi- 
vidual bom into this world is alienated &om God, 
and hence needs to be changed, converted, re- 
generated, bom again — ^nevertheless, it cannot be 
denied, and is in nowise inconsistent with the 
above doctrine, that there is a difference in natures 
very marked and perceptible. Some are natorallj 
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coarse and brutal, resist all the humanising in- 
fluences of the most careful education, and as soon 
as they grow up, break loose from all restraints of 
morals and religion, giving themselves over to the 
vilest passions and the most disreputable conduct. 

Others there are of a milder and more amiable 
type — ^in childhood obedient to their parents, 
ready to receive instruction, and when they have 
grown up, cleaving to the paths of virtue and reli- 
gion, cheering the parental heart, and taking their 
place in society as moral and religious men, con- 
stant in their attendance at church, and regular in 
receiving the Lord's Supper ; they are humane also, 
and benevolent, kind, and affectionate. 

Such persons in natural character resemble 
Nathanael, and are probably to be found in every 
class of religionists, sound and unsound, whether 
Trinitarian or Socinian, whether Protestant or 
Papist, because these qualities are the result of a 
refined nature and a virtuous education, not of t\m 
grace of the Gospel transforming the heart. 

They are compatible, I say, with very erroneous 
principles of religion, or with very defective ones ; 
and just as Nathanael was an Israelite indeed in 
whom was no guile, before he knew anything of 
Christ, so are there many virtuous, upright, and 
religious persons in the present day exceedingly 

5 
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ignorant of saving truth and of the doctrine of 
Christ. 

Such persons need conversion as much as any ; 
they have yet to be regenerated ; they have not 
been born of God. 

I must now try to come to still closer quarters, 
and I shall proceed to show you that the quaKties 
I have already described are quite compatible with 
grievously defective views of divine truth. 

And here I would remind you of what I have 
already said, viz., that the understanding of man 
was as much corrupted by the Fall as his heart; 
that dogmatic truth lies at the very root of true 
religion, and is the grand motive-power for trans- 
forming the heart of man ; so that in the regene- 
ration of the soul, a leading element is first the 
enlightening of the understanding by the Spirit 
of God with the great saving truths of the Gospel, 
and then comes the influencing and changing of 
the heart under their control and power. Now, 
where that enlightening of the understanding has 
never taken place in the soul under the teaching 
of the Spirit, it is manifest that no such converting 
power can have been brought to bear upon the 
heart. 

I must widen the circle, however, and include 
in it a large class of moral, well-behaved persons. 
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whose religion has not merely never stirred their 
hearts to any spiritual aspirations, but seems quite 
compatible with a worldly life, a carnal state of 
heart, and with a variety of blemishes which 
clearly prove that they have not been bom again. 

Now, as I showed in the case of Nathana^, that 
before he came to Christ there were many things of 
which he was ignorant, which afterwards he learnt 
at the Saviour's lips, so now I purpose to trace the 
defective character of the moral but unspiritual 
section of our congregation up to the same source, 
viz., defective views of Christ, for want of which 
neither have their understandings been enlightened 
nor their hearts changed. Before proceeding, let 
me remind you that " the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness unto him ; neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned." Also that 
by nature there is a veil upon the heart, which is 
only removed when Christ is spiritually revealed 
to the soul. 

The opening of the eyes, and the applying to 
the understanding, conscience, and heart the great 
truths of the Gospel, is a special office of the 
Holy Ghost, and is a very important element in 
the work of regeneration. 

How many church-goers are entirely ignorant of 

5—2 
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these facts, and hence never realise that there is a 
veil resting on their own minds ; that being still 
natural men, they have never received the things 
of the Spirit of God, for want of that wisdom 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth; and hence, if 
they pray at all in private, they never earnestly 
seek that God would open their eyes, and that He 
would teach them. They never go to the Scrip- 
tures conscious of their ignorance, thirsting for 
L'ght and spiritual perception, submitting their 
hearts to the teaching of the Holy Ghost, as they 
pursue their study. For want of this, their preju- 
dices of education, or the enmity of their unre- 
newed hearts against the unpalatable doctrines of 
the Gospel, are never removed, and they live and 
die under the malignant influence of a defective 
creed, which eflFectually hinders their coming to 
Christ and getting light and life from Him. 

I would, however, draw a marked line of dis- 
tinction between Nathanael and this congregation 
in one particular — Nathanael was living up to the 
light he possessed. Christ had not come, was not 
yet revealed, and he could not, therefore, know 
Him ; but as much as the Old Testament enabled 
a Jewish believer to know, he had received, and it 
had influenced both his life and creed. Like old 
Simeon, he was waiting for the consolation of 
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Israel, and looking for the promised Messiah- 
Hence, no sooner was that Messiah made known 
to him, than at once he believed on Him, and re- 
ceived Him into his heart. 

In like manner there are to be found devout 
souls in the present day, who live in circles of 
society and amongst friends where Gospel truth 
is unknown, and who ignorantly attend a ministry 
from which Christ is excluded, and in which 
superstition or unbelief has usurped the place of 
the Gospel. Now, such persons may with com- 
parative innocence be groping in the dark, feeding 
on the crumbs of a very defective creed ; but if 
they are real, sincere, and in earnest, walking up to 
the measure of the light they have, they will, like 
Nathanael, be brought into more light, and in due 
time have Christ revealed to their souls. 

Very different, however, is their case from that 
of many who attend this church, where they have 
the pure doctrine of the Gospel preached to them 
every Sunday, and yet treat it with such indiffer- 
ence that its precious truths make no impression 
on their hearts, and they remain as careless and 
worldly as ever, giving no signs of conversion. 

It would take up too much time to discuss in 
detail the various erroneous doctrines and de- 
fective creeds to which the natural heart cleaves 
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with tenacity among the members of our church ; 
but I wish in conclusion briefly to point out to 
you the close and intimate connection between 
evangelical doctrine and the conversion of religious 
professors, whose defective creed has been the 
chief impediment to their experiencing that graca 
For instance, low views of sin and defective views 
of Christy ignorance of the law in its condemning 
power and of Christ's righteousness as a substitute 
for man's, are quite compatible with a sense of re- 
ligion and a stunted piety, which lead their owner 
to Church Sunday by Sunday, and to the Lord's 
table month by month. 

But that man's eyes have never been opened to 
see the exceeding sinfulness of sin ; his heart has 
never been driven in utter despair to Christ, to 
take refuge under the shadow of the cross, there 
to get pardon, justification, and salvation. The 
Holy Ghost has never taken of the things of Christ 
and revealed them spiritually to his soul. He has 
never been able to testify : " Whereas I was blind, 
now I see ;" nor again : " Old things are passed 
away ; behold, all things are become new." 

Though he had known from a child the historical 
facts of Christianity, and amongst them that 
Christ died on the cross for sinners and rose 
again, yet never has his heart been stirred, as 
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Peter's was, to exclaim : " Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according 
to His abundant mercy hath begotten us again . 
into a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead." Having never realised 
Christ as a complete Saviour for a complete 
sinner, he has never had his heart brought under 
the powerful influence which the reception of a 
free salvation by faith produces. 

The gospel of Christ, when applied to the heart 
and conscience of a sinner by the Holy Ghost, 
contains in itself the elements of conversion and 
regeneration, for it conveys a free, finished, and 
present salvation to him who receives it, so that 
he is enabled to rejoice in Christ Jesus, and no 
longer has any confidence in the flesh nor in his 
own righteousness. Seeing himself complete in 
Christ, delivered from condemnation, saved already 
by the blood and righteousness of the Lord, joy 
and peace fill his soul, and the result is gratitude 
unspeakable to the author of all these benefits, so 
that he makes a complete surrender of his heart 
to Christ without reserve, and dedicates heart and 
soul, life and substance, all he is and all he has, 
to his blessed Lord. If this be not of the essence 
of conversion and regeneration in the soul, I don't 
know what is. But mark, it all springs from th© 
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vitalizing influence of dogmatic truth upon tlie 
soul, applied by the Holy Ghost. 

On the other hand, the virtuous but unspiritual 
Churchman, whether of the worldly type or the 
pious, owing to his defective creed of Christian 
doctrine, and having never received the precious 
truths of the Gospel into his heart, remains either 
worldly or formal as before, unstirred by the power 
of vitalizing truth, his heart unconverted, his nature 
unregenerate. 

He may have as much religion as a natural man 
can have, but no more; and he therefore, like 
Nathanael, needs conversion as much as any. It 
must begin with sounder views of doctrine, and 
these views must reach his heart and change its 
motives and principles, so that, notwithstanding 
his past piety, when this vital change has taken 
place, he will, as the result of internal experience, 
be prompted to testify : "I was blind, now I see. 
Old things are passed away ; behold, all things are 
become new. The love of Christ constraineth me 
henceforth not to live unto myself, but unto Him 
which died for me, and rose again." 



SERMON 

No. IV. 

JOHN IIL 3. 

" Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God." 

Our last discourse on this text was occupied with 
illustrations of the conversion of upright, virtuous, 
and pious persons; but we found the case of 
Nathanael so interesting and full of matter as to 
exclude the introduction of any others. 

I now proceed with our subject, which is a most 
important and instructive one, by introducing to 
your notice two characters very similar — Cornelius, 
and the good Centurion. They bear a very close 
resemblance to each other. Both were of heathen 
origin ; both were Eomans ; both were centurions ; 
both were men of exceptional virtue, benevolence, 
and good character. 

We will first consider the case of Cornelius. At 
the beginning of the tenth chapter of the Acts we 
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read : *' There was a certain man in C^esarea, called 
Cornelius, a centurion of tlie band called the 
Italian band." 

The description of this man's character is sin- 
gularly beautiful, and, considering his drcum- 
stances, most wonderfuL St. Luke calls him '* a 
devout man, and one that feared God with all his 
house, which gave much alms to the people, and 
pi-ayed to God alway." 

At the same time, we are not to regard him as 
a heathen ; for though he had been doubtless bred 
and born such, and in early life had probably wor- 
shipped Jupiter and the other false gods of £ome, 
yet his residence in Judea had wrought a mar- 
vellous change in his views. One thing is certain, 
he must have renounced idolatry and abandoned 
the heathen religion in which he had been brought 
up, or Luke could never have said that he feared 
God and prayed to Him always. To this source 
must we trace the gracious fruits of his life — " a 
devout man which gave much alms to the people." 

I cannot better describe this very remarkable 
man's case, an exceptional one in very peculiar 
times, than has already been done in the following 
words of that eminently judicious commentator, 
Thomas Scott: "In Judea Cornelius became 
acquainted with the true God, and, renouncing 
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idolatry, worshipped Him with reverence. He 
taught liis family to do the same ; was a liberal 
friend to the poor Jews; and was constant in his 
<levotions, probably with his family as well as in 
secret. He was in some measure acquainted with 
the Scriptures and the promises of a Messiah, 
though it may be questioned whether he had 
learned to rely on Him as a spiritual Bedeemer 
who was to come. 

" There was, therefore, evidently a preparation 
in the heart of Cornelius for the reception of the 
Oospel; he had, doubtless, a true faith in the 
Word of God as far as he understood it. This 
preparation and faith were the fruits of the regene- 
rating Spirit of God, who was given to him through 
the mediation of Jesus, even before he knew Him." 
Though, it may be added, the work was as imper- 
fect as the knowledge. 

We will now turn our attention to the good 
centurion, as narrated in the seventh chapter of St. 
Xuke. " Jesus having entered into Capernaum, a 
<;ertain centurion's servant, who was dear unto 
him, was sick and ready to die, and when he 
heard of Jesus, he sent unto Him the elders of 
the Jews, beseeching Him that He would come 
and heal his servant. And when they came to 
Jesus, they besought Him instantly, saying that 
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he was worthy for whom He should do this, for he 
loveth our nation and hath built us a synagogue." 

There is a remarkable similarity between this 
man and Cornelius, and the observations we have 
made on the latter hold good of the former. 

This good centurion had, like Cornelius, been 
bred and bom a heathen ; but his goodness did 
not spring from that root of bitterness. He like- 
wise had renounced idolatry, and made acquaint- 
ance with the true God during his residence in 
Judea. His S3niipathy with the Jewish nation — ^a 
very uncommon circumstance amongst the Eomans 
— ^the attachment of the elders of the Jews towards 
him, and their earnest intercession on his behalf, 
besides the fact that he had built them a synagogue 
at his own cost, all prove that he had got new 
views of religion, and, if not a proselyte, did at 
least, like Cornelius, worship the true God, the 
God of the Jews. 

There are two facts narrated of this centurion, 
calculated to impress our minds most favourably. 

First, the interest which he took in his ser- 
vant. When we consider the low standard of 
heathen morality, and the general depravity of the 
Jews of that day, it is very remarkable that a 
Boman soldier should have had such tender regard 
for his servant as to induce him to go out of his 
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w.iy and place himself under an obligation to a 
stranger in hopes of getting his servant healed. 
We should think little of this in a Christian land, 
where the Gospel has elevated the standard of 
benevolence, but it stands out in marvellous con- 
trast to the selfishness and hardness df heart which 
had surrounded this centurion, both in Home and 
Judea. From this we may leam the purifying 
and elevating influence of true religion over the 
heart and life, even when that religion is shrouded 
beneath the dark shadows of very imperfect know- 
ledge and of a cloudy dispensation. 

The other fact to which I refer, is the remark- 
able faith and humility of this centurion. When 
Jesus was now not far from the house, " the centu- 
rion sent friends to Him, saying unto Him, Lord, 
trouble not Thyself, for I am not worthy that Thou 
shouldest enter under my roof : wherefore neither 
thought I myself worthy to come unto Thee ; but 
say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. 
For I also am a man set under authority^ having 
under me soldiers, and I say unto one, Go, and he 
goeth ; and to another. Come, and he cometh ; and 
to my servant. Do this, and he doeth it." 

What a sublime view of divine power is this, to 
have been conceived by a man bred and born a 
heathen, and who, though elevated by contact with 
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a purer religion^ did nevertheless live in a land of 
clouds and shadows, compared with the brilliant 
noonday blaze of Gospel light which shines 
amongst us, in the midst of which so many remain 
blind. Truly, many that are first shall be last, and 
the last shall be first ! 

It is impossible for us to know what this centu- 
rion's knowledge of Christ was, and how far his 
faith was of the character of what we should now 
call a saving faith ; but it is clear that he had con- 
ceived a very high idea of the divine power of 
Christ, and that he considered our Lord to be pos- 
sessed of such complete dominion over the realms 
of nature, that He had only to utter the fiat of His 
will in order to be obeyed, even as the centurion 
was obeyed, with all the precision of Eoman disci- 
pline, by the soldiers under his command. 

This is shown by the high encomium passed by 
our Lord upon his faith: "When Jesus heard 
these things, He marvelled at him, and said unto 
the people that followed Him, I say unto you, I 
have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel" 

Having thus sketched the portraits of these two 
remarkable men, we must now proceed to draw 
lessons of instruction from their history, suited to 
our own times and circumstances. 

I shall first point out the great difference which 
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existed between them and us, rendering it all the 
more difficult to draw the comparison, when en- 
deavouring to trace their conversion. 

They had been brought up under all the degrad- 
ing influences of heathenism — degrading in doc- 
trine, degrading in morals. 

They had been transferred to a somewhat purer 
region, Judea ; for though the morals and tone of 
religion of the Jews of that day were at a very 
low ebb, yet they were superior to the heathens, 
and they had a written law, the purity of which 
we ourselves admire. 

It is evident that these two men had come under 
the influence of that Word of God, and that a very 
great change had taken place in their minds, bear- 
ing the gracious fruits already narrated, which 
might almost be described as conversion, for I fully 
agree with Thomas Scott in regarding this change 
and its results " as the fruit of the regenerating 
Spirit of God," although not in the fullest and most 
complete sense of the term regeneration, as under- 
stood by us who live in the clear light of revealed 
truth, and under the transforming influence of 
Gospel motives and principles. Imperfect as their 
knowledge was at the time they are introduced to 
our notice in the sacred page, they were both 
walking up to the light they had, and hence were 
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in a state of preparedness of heart for what was 
to come, viz., a greater degree of light and know- 
ledge, an acquaintance with Evangelical tnith, a 
reception of Christ into their hearts by faith, all 
productive of most blessed results, completing the 
incipient work of conversion and regeneration by 
imparting to them a spiritual acquaintance with 
Christ, and, with it, new motives and affections ; 
so that, notwithstanding all their previous piety, 
both of them might have exclaimed with truth: 
'^Whereas I was blind, now 1 see. Old things are 
passed away ; behold, all things are become new. 
The love of Christ constraineth us, because we 
thus judge that one died for all." 

This is most prominently brought out in the 
history of Cornelius, for we read that God was 
pleased to make a divine communication to him 
in order to put him in the way of gettuig the 
knowledge of Christ. " He saw in a vision, evi- 
dently about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of 
God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cor- 
nelius, thy prayers and thine alms are come up for 
a memorial before God ; now send men to Joppa, 
and call for one Simon, whose surname is Peter/' 

Peter obeyed the summons, not without sur- 
prise, and preached Christ to Cornelius and his 
household, giving a lucid statement of facts, and 
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doctrines based on those facts, so that here you 
may see how dogmatic teaching lies at the root, 
how it was the means employed by the Apostles 
for the conversion and evangelization of sinners, 
and how God honoured it by a special outpouring 
of the Holy Ghost, in His gifts both ordinary and 
extraordinary, which was followed by their being 
baptised in the name of the Lord. 

Now we have no precisely analogous or similar 
cases to this in the present day. We are all bred 
and born in a Christian land, and have the light 
of the Gospel shining around us ; ve have had the 
Bible in our hands from our earliest youth, and 
hence are as differently circumstanced from these 
two centurions as can possibly be conceived ; yet 
there are lessons to be learnt from them applicable 
to our own age and circumstances. 

I. The first I would adduce is this, that piety, 
without an experimental knowledge of Christ, is 
not sufficient. Precocious as these two men were 
in their religious attainments, compared with the 
bulk of their fellow-countrymen, it was not enough. 
Though Comeliuq was a devout man, though he 
feared God with all his house, though he gave 
much alms to the people, though he prayed to God 
always, yet did not this suffice. All this did not 
make the knowledge of Christ superfluous; he 

6 
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must still be converted to Christy and experience 
the regenerating power of the Holy Ghost ; first, 
to enlighten his understanding with the facts and 
doctrines of the Gospel; secondly, to influence Ms 
hearty his affections, and his life, by the new 
znotives springing out of those facts and doctrines. 

Now, notwithstanding what I have said of the 
different circumstances in which we are placed in 
the present day, compared with those of the two 
centurions, yet there are many persons who bear a 
very close resemblance to them. For though light 
is shining around in our land, yet it shines not in 
every heart and understanding. The reception of 
Gospel light and grace into the heart is an indi- 
vidual personal thing, and the process is described 
by Paul in these words : ** God, who commanded 
the ligiht to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God, in the face of Jesus Christ." 

Now, until this process has been experienced, 
whatever head knowledge a man may have, he has 
not, and cannot have, a saving experimental know- 
edge of Christ 

I will give you an illustration of two classes. 

1. First, take a pious Socinian ; there are such, 
though perhaps few in number, whose minds» 
having been poisoned by early education in a £Blse 
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creed, reject Christ in all the leading doctrines of 
the Gospel, deny His divinity, His vicarious sacri- 
fice on the cross, the precious doctrine of the 
Atonement, the sin-cleansing power of His blood 
the personality and work of the Holy Ghost, and 
many other fundamental truths of Scripture. 

All this has been the result of early home 
teaching, and they know no better, yet are they 
virtuous in their lives, have great veneration for 
God, and according to their light, dim as it is, love 
and serve Him, and believe that by their good 
works they are earning salvation. One of this 
class, I believe, wrote that popular hymn, "Nearer 
my God to Thee, nearer to Thee ;" but if you 
examine it, you will find that, whilst it gives utter- 
ance to the pious effusions of natural religion, it 
contains not a word of dogmatic truth nor of re- 
vealed religion. 

Now such a person stands in need of conversion 
as much as anyone can do, despite his natural 
piety. If the question were put to such a one, 
" What know ye of Christ T' and were truthfully 
answered, it would be, " I know nothing of Him ; 
beyond regarding Him as an upright, benevolent 
man, I know nothing of Him." Hence, of course, 
that man's heart can never have been brought 
under the renewing power of Grospel motives; 
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never can he have washed in the fountain opened 
for sin and for nncleanness; therefore not only 
has his understanding to be enlightened by the 
teaching of the Holy Ghost, to receive the great 
truths of the Gospel, but those truths have yet to 
exercise their converting power over his heart; 
and, until that has taken place, the man cannot be 
said to be converted to Christ, nor his heart to 
have been regenerated by the powerful influence 
of Gospel truth. 

When by God's mercy such a change has taken 
place, he is ready to exclaim: "Whereas I was 
blind, now I see. Old things are passed away ; be- 
hold, all things are become new. The love of Christ 
constraineth me ; because I thus judge, that One 
died for alL" 

It is not a mere change of opinions such as 
sometimes occurs, as, for instance, when a man 
forsakes the Protestant religion, of which he knew 
nothing experimentally, and embraces Popery, 
which suits his carnal heart better. Nor yet a 
merely intellectual change, which, as the result of 
study, might lead a man to abandon an error and 
embrace a truth without its influencing his heart 
and life in the slightest degree ; but it is a real 
change of nature springing out of the process 
4escribed, the enlightening his eyes with a know- 



CORXmiUS AND THE GOOD CENTURION. 85 

ledge, a spiritual experimental knowledge, of 
Christ, such as the Holy Ghost alone can impart, 
and this, exercising an influence on his heart and 
affections which nothing can produce but such 
gracious knowledge, resulting in the regenera? 
tion of his soul and in his real conversion to 
Christ. 

Yet this man previously had a piety real and 
sincere, the result of natural religion, but as desti- 
tute of a knowledge of Christ as Cornelius was 
before his enlightenment by Peter's preaching and 
the Holy Ghost's effusion. 

2. The other class of persons to which I re- 
ferred by way of illustration, is one which comes 
much nearer home to ourselves, being found very 
commonly amongst professing Churchmen. I 
refer to respectable, virtuous, moral persons, who 
attend the services of their Church and use the 
means of grace. Neither is their theory of doc- 
trine heterodox ; they believe in the divinity of 
Christ, in the Atonement, in the Holy Ghost, and 
probably recognise the doctrine of justification by 
faith. For all this, however, these great truths 
have never stirred their souls, have never changed 
their hearts ; the plan of salvation is, after all, 
very dimly apprehended, it has not reached either 
understanding or heart, and their lives are, to a 
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great extent, what they would have been without 
any religion, worldly, if not selfish. 

The fact is, not one of them conld trathfully 
testify with Paul, as an explanation of his conver- 
sion and its results, " the grace of our Lord was 
exceeding abundant with faith and love which is 
in Christ Jesus." 

The Holy Ghost, the Spirit of Truth, has never 
so come into their hearts as to guide them into all 
truth, nor has He ever taken of the things of 
Christ and shown them to their souls. 

Neither have they partaken of the experience 
described by our Lord in the following words: 
" He that loveth Me shall be loved of My Father, 
and I will love him and will manifest Myself to 
him." Which promise, m answer to Jude's in- 
quiry, " Lord, how is it that Thou wilt manifest 
Thyself unto us and not unto the world ?" He thus 
further explains : " If a man love Me, he will keep 
My words, and My Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him and make our abode with 
him." 

The absence of such experience as this arises 
from the fact that doctrinal truth has never 
i^eached their hearts so as to enable them to em- 
brace it spiritually and experimentally. And for 
this reason : " The natural man receiveth not the 
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things of the Spirit of God, because they are 
spiritually discerned." Hence the most orthodox 
doctrine, like undigested food, yields no nourish- 
ment to the souL But when the Holy Ghost takes 
of the things of Christ, and shows them to the 
soul, He not only enlightens it with spiritual know- 
ledge, but He changes the heart by the agency of 
those precious truths which, when thus applied, 
furnish the most powerful motives by which the 
Sioul can be stirred ; and when this gracious opera- 
tion has taken place, then does the man testify : 
" Whereas I was blind, now I see. Old things are 
passed away ; behold, all things are become new. 
The love of Christ constraineth me henceforth to 
live, not unto myself, but unto Him which died 
for me, and rose again." 

Tet was this man, before such precious experi- 
ence took place in his soul, a moral and, in his 
way, a religious man ; he had as much knowledge 
and as much religion as the natural man can have ; 
but when the teaching of the Holy Ghost had 
changed his heart, then he became a new man in 
Christ Jesus, and the transformation was wonder- 
ful to behold. The attractive power of the. Cross 
of Christ had now done its work. 

At the commencement of my former discourse 
I propounded the difl&culty, ** How can good, pious 
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people need conversion?'* And I undertook to 
solve this question by bringing before you several 
instances out of the New Testament, of persons 
who, notwithstanding their goodness, needed con- 
version, and, by the grace of God, were converted 

I have now brought before you three such, viz., 
Nathanael, Cornelius, and the good centurion, and 
have therefore fulfilled my undertaking. But I 
have done more ; I have shown you several classes 
of persons in the present day, whether Socinian or 
orthodox, who, though amiable, virtuous, and pious 
after a fashion, yet need conversion or regeneration 
of soul as much as any, and I hope I have made 
this plain to your understandings by what I have 
said. 

May God in His infinite mercy apply the word 
spoken, and enable those who have never yet ex- 
perienced enlightening, regenerating grace, to 
realize their sad want, so that, instead of peace- 
fully reposing in their present state of self-satis- 
faction, they may be roused to seek after God, to 
study His Word with anxious personal application, 
and to besiege the throne of grace with urgent 

prayer. 

IL Before I close, however, there is one further 
lesson of instruction to be drawn from the character 
and experience of these two centurions of a cheer* 
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ing kind, on which I must briefly dwell, viz., that 
walking up to the light we possess is the surest 
way of obtaining more. There are, as I have 
already remarked, many persons in the present day 
who have very obscure views of doctrinal truth 
and experimental religion, though pious and dBvout. 
You may live in a country where clouds are 
scarcely known, and the rays of the sun yield 
continuous warmth and light in abundance ; but 
if you dwell within the borders of a wide forest, 
with its dense foliage shutting out the sun's rays, 
the light may be, notwithstanding, very dim, and 
the atmosphere very chilly. Still more so if your 
habitation be within a gloomy cavern. In like 
manner, though we are living in a land where 
there is a blaze of Gospel light, an open Bible and 
many means of grace and knowledge within our 
reach, yet this light may be shrouded from us by 
various circumstances. Besides which, the light 
of saving truth, to be of any service, must not 
merely shine around us, but within us. Now until 
this candle of the Lord is lighted within the soul, 
it remains in darkness. As of old, whilst Egyp- 
tian darkness shrouded the land of Pharaoh, aU 
the children of Israel had light in their dwellings, 
so in this Church, at this moment, there are those 
whose souls are full of divine light, whilst side by 
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side are others sitting in darkness and the shadow 
of death, whose souls have never been enlightened 
by what they have heard of plain Gospel truth in 
this church or elsewhere. 

I desire to confine my remarks, however, to one 
chamber of darkness, which contains pious, devout 
souls, imperfectly evangelised. This may be the 
result of defective early education, or of prejudice, 
or of not having anxiously studied thfi Word with 
prayer, or because the Holy Ghost has not yet en- 
lightened that soul. 

Nathanael, Cornelius, and the good centurion 
were all types of this character, and the cheering 
lesson to be drawn from their experience is, that 
persons of small knowledge and dim light, if walk- 
ing up to the measure of their light and knowledge, 
will have more vouchsafed. 

We have seen how God went out of His way, as 
it were, to provide special instruction to Cornelius, 
because his prayers and his alms had come up for 
a memorial before God. And we have 'many en- 
couraging promises in the Word which should 
both cheer and stimulate our souls to an earnest 
seeking after more light and knowledge. 

Take the following passages : 

Hosea vi. 3. " Then shall we know, if we follow 
on to know the Lord ; His going forth is prepared 
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as the morning, and He shall come unto us as the 
rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth." 

On which passage Scott makes the following 
very appropriate comment: "Let us begin and 
follow on to know the Lord, that we may experi- 
ence the freeness and efiKcacy of His grace, the 
faithfulness of His promises, and the felicity of 
His people; the feeblest glimpse of hope in his 
word, which dawns upon the humble sin-distressed 
soul, is a sure earnest of increasing light and com- 
fort, till the Sun of Bighteousness arise upon it 
vnth healing in His wings. Increasing light and 
hope shall be afforded to the waiting soul, with 
showers of purifying, fertilizing grace." 

Again, we have Matthew xiii 11. " It is given 
unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven ; for whosoever hath, to him shall be given." 

John vii. 17. " If any man will do His will, he 
shall know of the doctrine." 

John viiL 31. " If ye continue in My Word, ye 
shall know the truth." 

Such are only a very few of the promises to be 
found in the Word, giving us the cheering assur- 
ance that if we follow on to know the Lord, then 
shall we know. But this gracious temper of the 
heart is widely different from that careless sluggish 
spirit which too commonly prevails, and which is a 
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complete barrier to all progress, either in know- 
ledge or grace. 

Would to God that He would graciously raise 
up amongst us many more Nathanaels and Corne- 
liuses, who might follow on to know the Lord, and 
thus, under the teaching of the Holy Ghost, have 
expounded unto them the way of (Jod more per- 
fectly, and experience the completion of that im- 
perfect and embryo conversion or regeneration, 
which can never reach its completeness and fall 
stature till the facts of the Gospel, and the doc- 
trines which spring from those facts, have been 
spiritually revealed and applied to the soul by the 
Holy Ghost, imparting to it a lucid perception of 
divine truth, and exercising their transforming, 
powerful influences, over the heart, as the result of 
that divine teaching ! 



SEEMON 

No. V. 

JOHN III. 3. 

'' Except a man be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God.'' 

The city of Philippi is celebrated as the seat of 
two remarkable conversions. This city took its 
name from. Philip, the father of Alexander, vul- 
garly called the Great — a man who vanquished 
the world, and wept for new worlds to conquer, 
whilst he never could conquer the world of sin 
within him. But aU his marvellous conquests 
pale and sink into insignificance when compared, 
in the light of eternity, with the exercise of that 
divine power which vanquished the hearts of two 
insignificant individuals — Lydia, a seller of purple, 
and the gaoler of Philippi. 

The record of these two persons strikingly illus- 
trates that statement of Paul's : " There are diver- 
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dties of operations, but it is the same God which 
worketh all in alU That is to say, in the conver- 
sion of every sinner, very different agencies are 
employed, which operate on various hearts in very 
different ways ; but in each and every case, with- 
out exception, these diverse agencies and influences 
spring from the same divine source, that the ex- 
cellency of the power may be of Gk)d and not 
of us. 

We will first take the case of Lydia, This 
woman was a native of Thyatira, in Asia Minor, 
but was then residing and keeping house in 
Philippi, a chief town in Macedonia^ whither Paul 
had recently come in obedience to the vision 
which had appeared to him in Troas. "There 
stood a man of Macedonia and prayed him, say- 
ing. Come over into Macedonia and help us." 
Paul, rightly interpreting this as a divine intima- 
tion, obeyed the message, went to Macedonia^ and 
Lydia's conversion was the first fruits of his 
mission. 

Lydia was engaged in trade ; from which I con- 
clude she was either a single woman or a widow. 
She dealt in purple, probably purple doth. Tyrian 
purple, obtained from a shell-fish, was highly 
prized by the ancients, and formed an important 
element of commerce. The expression applied to 
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Lydia, which worshipped Ood, leads to the suppo- 
sition that she was not a Jewess by birth, but had 
become a proselyte to the Jewish religion. 

Even Judaism seems to have been at a low ebb 
in Philippi, for they had no synagogue there, but 
in place of it a humble oratory, or prayer-house, 
by the river-side, where the worshippers of the 
true God used to assemble every Sabbath-day. 

God's people have ever been a small company. 
They are so at this day; but compare our pri- 
vileges with those of that little . company which 
gathered together out of the great city of Philippi 
on the Sabbath-day, when all the rest of the 
people were wholly given to idolatry. For such 
privileges we shall have to answer. 

From what little we are able to gather concern- 
ing Lydia's previous history, we are led to conclude 
that she must have been a person of thoughtful 
piety. Hers was not an hereditary religion, but the 
religion of her adoption and choice. She had aban- 
doned with disgust at a former period of her life 
the depraved morality and absurd superstitions of 
her countrymen, her. parents and friends, and had 
embraced the purer and more exalted religion of 
the Jews. Henceforth she joined herself to the 
people of God. Now, if she had lived in Judea, 
she would have had all the countenance and sup- 
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port of the people ; would probably have secured 
to herself applause and friendships by her change ; 
but first at Thyatira, and then at Philippi, she 
could look for nothing but contempt, and pro- 
bably persecution, from the step she took. Such 
converts, to say the least, are likely to be sincere. 

It is difficult for us to realize the discourage- 
ments which the Apostles must have encountered 
on their missionary tours. Imagine an unknown 
stranger arriving in a large town like Newcastle or 
Sunderland, bent on proclaiming a new religion 
which the entire people either despised or hated, 
or cared nothing about. How is he to get access 
to the public ear ? 

On this occasion Pan! begins in a very small 
way. It is the Sabbath-day. He betakes himself 
to the one Jewish prayer-house of the city, and 
there he meets a mere handful of despised women 
— ^we read not of a single man being present. To 
this humble, feeble company he addressed himself, 
for he despised not the day of small things. What 
he said we are not told, but we can trust him to 
deliver a faithful message ; and results proved that 
it was not in vain. 

Ministers are naturally desirous to address 
crowded congregations, and often err in gauging 
their success by numbers. Let them not, how- 
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ever^ despise the smallest number of the most 
obscure persons, for out of such may come a Lydia, 
whilst nothing better than vain applause be 
gathered from the crowded congregation. 

I think we have discovered already something 
like a preparation of heart in Lydia for what was 
to follow; yet shall we imitate the Apostles in 
tracing up her conversion direct to God ; in giving 
to Him all the glory, and ascribing to Him all the 
praise. Let us see, then, how it came to pass. 
Nothing could be quieter than the character of 
Lydia's experience; there is no excitement, no 
cries, no tears, no terror. It reminds us of the 
prophet's words : " My doctrine shall drop as the 
rain ; my speech shall distil as the dew, as the 
small rain upon the tender herb, and as the 
showers upon the grass," Such seems to have been 
the effect of Paul's words on Lydia's heart. 

The Lord was not in the wind, nor in the earth- 
quake, nor in the fire, but in the still small voice, 
which reached, which touched, which converted 
her heart to believe in Jesus, 

Now, all this was of God. We read of her, 
" whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended 
unto the things which were spoken of PauL" 

Paul, apostle though he were — aye, even if he 
had been endowed with the tonguQ of men and of 

7 
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angels — ^might have pieached till xnidnight, '^^- 
out Lydia's being a whit the better for it, if the 
Lord had not opened her heart 

The most instructive feature in Lydia's conver- 
sion is this dear record of the divine agency on 
her heart 

From this we learn that the heart is sealed 
against divine truth by nature; that no man can 
break it open, whether by persuasion or force, 
whether by the terrors of the law or the sweet 
invitations of the Gk)spel. The opening process is 
of God ; whose heart the Lord opened applies to 
every convert, whether gathered out from amongst 
the profiuie, ungodly, and vicious, or from amongst 
the sweet-tempered, amiable, and pious: in each 
and every case it is the Lord who opens the heart. 

But this is not alL We have another very im- 
portant lesson in the words : ' that she attended 
unto the things which were spoken of Paul.' 

We have here the revealed Word of (Jod set 
prominently before us as an essential agent in the 
process of conversion. That which Paul preached 
was the Word of God, and that which converted 
Lydia to the faith of Christ was this Word of God, 
attended unto by a heart which the Lord had 
opened for that very purpose. 

You here see what a very important place is 



LYDIA AND THE GAOLER OF PHILIPPI. 99 

assigned to the Word in the regeneration of a 
sinner's soul. Since the world began there has 
never been a soul converted without the agency 
and power of the Word, applied by the Holy Ghost : 
and this test holds equally good in reference to 
the heathen abroad, and to professing Christians 
at home, without its ever failing. 

Although Lydia, we have reason to suppose, was 
a devout proselyte and worshipper of the true 
God before ever she heard Paul preach, yet it did 
not follow as a matter of course that she was sure 
to accept the doctrine of Christ the moment she 
heard it. 

True, we have many gracious promises most en- 
couraging to those who, like Lydia, are striving to 
walk up to the light they possess, however feeble 
that light may be, such as " Then shall we know if 
we follow on to know the Lord ;*' and, " whoso- 
ever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have 
more abundance." Nevertheless, there is frequently 
found great enmity to the peculiar doctrines of the 
Gospel in the hearts of virtuous, upright, devout 
persons ignorant of Christ 

We must not, therefore, take it for granted that 
Lydia was sure of receiving Christ into her heart 
the moment she heard of Him, because she had 
previously been a devout worshipper of God. 

7-2 
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There was not a man more zealous towards God 
than Paul before his conversion ; for, says he, " I 
profited in the Jews' religion above many my 
equals in mine own nation, being more exceed- 
ingly zealous of the tradition of my fathers." 
Notwithstanding, until his conversion there was 
not a man who hated Christ and His doctrine with 
a more perfect hatred than did PauL 

In order to Paul's conversion, it was necessary 
that God should reveal His Son in him ; and before 
Lydia could believe, it was necessary that the Lord 
should open her heart. 

The fact is, that virtuous, religious, unen- 
lightened persons, of whom we have only too many 
in our churches, being very ignorant of the pecu- 
liar doctrines of the Gospel, often repudiate them 
with more intense hatred than the most ungodly, 
because they cling to their own self-righteousness 
with tenacity, and feel as if you were robbing them 
of their chief treasure when you call upon them 
to renounce everything, including their own 
righteousness, for Christ. 

Study PhiL iii., and you will see that Paul had 
to go through this very process before he could 
come to Christ; and it was not till he had learned 
to count all things but loss, all his own good works 
and self-righteousness — and to count them but 
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dung, that he was able to appreciate the excel- 
lency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus his Lord ; 
and still less to win Christ, and be found in Him, 
not having his own righteousness which is of the 
law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, 
the righteousness which is of God by faith. 

It was, therefore, by no means certain that 
Lydia would accept the doctrine of Christ when 
preached to her by Paul Nay, so far from this, 
it is quite certain she would not if the Lord had 
not opened her heart. 

These remarks I have made for the special in- 
struction and warning of those members of our 
congregation who have not yet received Christ 
into their hearts by faith, and are relying more 
or less upon their virtuous lives, church-going 
habits, and the like, instead of counting all things 
but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

In concluding this deeply-interesting record of 
Lydia's conversion, allow me to make a direct 
appeal to the conscience of the young women who 
attend this church. This is the first case which I 
have produced of a woman's conversion ; it? may, 
therefore, reasonably challenge your utmost atten- 
tion and interest — more especially as she was one 
who, even before her conversion, seems to have 
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been a credit to her sex; an industrious, well- 
conducted, pious person, who had, in a sense, 
chosen, like Mary, the better part, in renouncing 
idolatry for the Jews' religion. There was, how- 
ever, still one thing wanting — a knowledge of 
Christ, a reception of Christ into her heart by 
faith. For that, howftver, she was not to blame, 
having never had Christ set before her. 

In this she and you differ widely. Even the 
youngest amongst you have had Christ set before 
you in various ways: from this pulpit, in the 
Bible, in your Sunday-school lessons, and in many 
other ways. 

Now, I would have you ask yourselves in your 
retirement this very night, whether you have ever 
given up your hearts entirely — mind that, entirely 
— ^to the loving Saviour who died for you ? And* 
if not, why ? Deal honestly with your soul 
Don't make up any idle excuses, but insist on a 
true answer; for though you may deceive your 
own heart, you cannot deceive God. 

Set before yourself all Christ's wondrous love 
to you personally, as displayed in His dying for 
you^ and ask yourself why have you left Him so 
long, without giving Him the only thing He cares 
to have — ^your heart ? 

Oh that God would open your heart, like 
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Lydia's, that ^you might attend to the things 
spoken of Paul — ^you will find them all in your 
Bible, in the Acts and the Epistles. And if your 
heart were but opened by divine grace, with 
what joy and delight would you attend to these 
things ! 

Go to God, then, this very night, and earnestly 
ask Him to open your heart; and then strive to 
make a complete surrender of that heart, en- 
l^htened by the Holy Ghost, to Him who loved 
you and gave Himself for you. 

We now turn to the gaoler of Philippi. A 
greater contrast to the devout, upright, pious 
Lydia, worshipping God in the prayer-house by 
the river-side, can hardly be conceived than that 
rude and rough officer who harshly thrust Paul 
and Silas into the inner prison, and without any 
necessity, on the score of security, made their feet 
fast in the stocks. 

This man was doubtless a heathen, hardened 
in crime, with which his office as gaoler had mado 
him familiar. 

Coarse and brutal natures are most readily 
affected by terror. When appeals to the finer 
feelings would fail, then the fear of punishment 
may be effectual in rousing a hardened heart to 
a sense of guilt and danger. 
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In this case it was not the still small voice of 
conscience and conviction, as in Lydia's ; but that 
which laid the foundation of the gaoler's conver- 
sion was a great earthquake, so that '' the founda- 
tions of the prison were shaken, and immediately 
all the doors were opened, and everyone's bands 
were loosed." 

The first result of this alarm was an attempt 
of the gaoler's to kill himself; for, seeing the 
doors open, he naturally concluded the prisoners 
were fled, and he well knew that the result 
to himseK would be certain death, under condi- 
tions so terrible and cruel, that to escape them 
he preferred to kill himself. 

When assured by Paul that the prisoners had 
not fled, but were all there, he desisted from his 
purpose, called for a light, sprang in, and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas. 

His fears had now taken another turn ; he was 
no longer afraid of being put to death by the 
magistrate for a breach of trust, for all the pri- 
soners were safe in prison ; but a great dread and 
fear came upon him from another quarter. Heathen 
though he was, ignorant as he was, yet he had 
within him a natural conscience which testified 
against his many sins. 

We cannot question, however, for a moment 
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that this man was under the influence of the Holy 
Ghost at this time, producing results which never 
are produced without the Spirit's teaching, whether 
the subject be a heathen man and an idolater, or a 
nominal imconverted Christian — \iz., conviction of 
sin, alarm of conscience^ and true repentance — all, 
mark, suitable preparations of heart for a future 
reception of Christ. The extraordinary interposi- 
tion of God in favour of Paul and Silas would 
seem to have been made effectual by the Holy 
Spirit, to convince him at once of the truth of 
what a certain damsel, or Pythoness, had publicly 
proclaimed in the streets of Philippi for many days : 
" These men are the servants of the Most High 
God, which shew unto us the way of salvation." 

It was natural, then, for him, under the circum- 
stances, to apply to them for instruction as to how 
he might get his soul saved. 

This he did in a state of intense anxiety and 
distress of mind ; for he came trembling, and fell 
down before Paul and Silas, and said : " Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved ?" 

Observe the earnestness and reality of this man, 
his intense anxiety about his sotO. Ignorant as he 
was, heathen though he was, he shall rise up in 
the day of judgment and condemn thousands who 
have never felt any anxiety about their souls. 
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thoi^h just as fSur from salvatLon as this man was, 
and with an amoant of light and knowledge he 
did not possess. 

In the next place, take note of what the gaoler 
of Philippi said. There is mnch instmction in 
that question of his : ''Sirs, what must I do to he 
saved r 

The religion of nature consists uniformlj in 
earning salvation by doing works of righteousness. 
Differences of opinion may exist as to what those 
performances ought to be, but there is none as to 
doing being the way of life. 

The superstitious Papist supposes that fasting, 
penances, castigations, alms-giving, and other vir- 
tuous acts, are the way to earn salvation by human 
merit No man is wider apart from Popery and 
its superstitious creed than the inteUectoal 
Socinian, who holds in supreme contempt all its 
vain observances. Yet he enunciates exactly the 
same doctrine of human merit, and builds his hopes 
of heaven on the results of Ms virtuous lifa 

You may extend the circle further, and include 
in it the Mahommedan, the Buddhist, the Hindoo 
— ^in short, every false, every human religion, 
meets on this common ground, agrees in this one 
dogma, viz.^ that it is by doing you must save 
your soul. 
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Christianity alone repudiates this doctnue of 
nature, which it does by exhibiting the extent, 
the perfection, the condemning power of the law ; 
and then, the whole of mankind as lying under 
the curse of this broken law, good and bad alike. 
Having thus robbed man of all confidence in his 
own righteousness ; having proved to him that all 
his doings are nothing worth, it then reveals unto 
him Christ as the end of the law for righteous- 
ness to every one that believeth. 

In strict accordance with this is Paul's reply to 
the gaoler. He doesn't tell him to do anything in 
order meritoriously to save his soul; he doesn't 
command him, as a Bomish priest would, to say 
so many Pater nosters and Ave Marias ; he doesn't 
impose any pains or penalties upon him for 
bis past sins ; he doesn't command him to do 
penance. 

Neither, like the Socinian, does he tell him to 
amend his life, giving him the assurance that by 
adhering to a strict course of virtuous living he 
will certainly save his soul. 

What then did he say ? " Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." Nothing 
more ! 

What ! And can this bad man get saved merely 
by believing, and all at once ? 
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Yes ; he can. 

Objection number one, — Then salvation is to 
be had on very easy terms indeed ? 

Ansif^er. — So it is ; and if it were not, the 
Gospel could hardly be called glad tidings of great 

joy. 

Objection number two, — Then, a man may live 
as he likes ; and, if only he believe, be saved, how- 
ever bad he may be ? 

Answer. — Try, and see. You who can make 
such an objection as this, though you live in a 
Christian land, can never yet have believed, or 
your own experience would have hindered you 
from ever indulging in such a foolish conceit, for 
you would have found out long ago that believing 
on Christ is not a mere opinion, but a living prin- 
ciple transforming the soul. You would have 
found out that faith works, and cannot help work- 
ing, by love ; that this love produces obedience, 
and is the highest motive, the most powerful 
stimulus, to a holy and godly life. You would 
have found out that when the love of Christ, 
which of necessity springs from living faith, in- 
fluences the soul, the man becomes a new crea- 
ture in Christ Jesus, and this love constrains Ms 
heart henceforth to live no longer unto himself, 
but unto Him which died for him and rose again. 
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Now, theu, will you please explain to me how a 
man can believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
yet continue to live an ungodly life ? 

Look at the example before us, and see what a 
change took place in the feelings and conduct of 
this hard and cruel gaoler so soon as he believed 
in Christ ; he who a few hours before had thrust 
the Apostles into the prison, and made their feet 
fast in the stocks, now took them and washed their 
stripes, and was baptized, and set meat before them, 
and rejoiced, believing in God. 

Here we see the immediate fruits of faith dis- 
played both towards God and man. 

What a marvellous transformation 1 and that in 
a few moments. This hard and cruel man has 
become tender, considerate, and kind. The lion 
is changed into a lamb. 

I cannot pursue our subject further to-night, 
and shall conclude with a few practical remarks. 

I have produced two more cases of conversion, 
in confirmation of our Lord's words, " Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God," — cases of the most opposite kind : first, that 
of a devout, pious woman, whom the world would 
fancy to need no conversion ; and then that of a 
depraved, coarse, and brutal man, as bad as . the 
worst of our roughs of the present day. 
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All the goodness of the one did not render con- 
version saperfluous, and all the badness of the 
other did not render it impossible. Surely, then, 
our Lord's words sound out clearly as applied to 
everyone : " Ye must be born again." 

Eemember, then, that conversion, or the regene- 
ration of the soul, is a divine, ^d not a human 
process. The Holy Ghost is it-s Author. 

1. It consists in the opening of the hearty so as 
to receive the Word of God, the doctrine of the 
Gospel. 

2. It consists in awakening the conscience, in 
conviction of sin, in enlightening the eyes of the 
understanding, in producing true repentance. 

3. It consists in renouncing self-righteousness, 
and in abandoning the false idea of nature — that 
by doing, the soul can be saved, either in whole 
or in part. 

4 It consists in so revealing Christ to the soul 
, as the Spirit does not to the world. 

5. It consists in enabling the soul to believe on 
Christ, spiritually, from the heart unto righteous- 
ness, so as to lay hold on Him, and to appropriate 
His blood and righteousness to its everlasting 

welfare. 

6. It consists in transforming the heart and 
nature, so as to make it anew. 
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7. It consists in furnishing the soul with new 
motives and affections. 

8. And it results in the man thus enlightened, 
converted, and regenerated, consecrating his heart, 
his life, his substance, his all, to the service and 
glory of his God and Saviour. 



SEKMON 

No. VI. 

JOHN IIL 3. 

** Except a man be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God." 

Our subject being conversions recorded in the 
New Testament, it would never do to omit Nico- 
demus, to whom we are indebted for the precious 
doctrine of our text, and for the lucid statements 
of our Lord on that fundamental vital subject, the 
new birth. 

Of Nicodemus himself we know very little ; his 
name is nowhere mentioned in Scripture, except 
by John, and though introduced on three sepsurate 
occasions, those records are scanty, apart from his 
deeply interesting conversation with our Lord, 
whereof our text forms a portion. 

Some idle stories have floated down to us con- 
cerning him, through the muddy channels of 
tradition, which are unworthy of a moment's con- 
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jsideration. Kicodemus, as we read, was a ruler of 
the Jews — that is to say, a member of the Sanhe- 
drim, their supreme judicial council, and henoe 
was a man of importance and consideration. He 
was also a Pharisee, the mgst prominent Jewisdi 
sect, which had the dominant influence in our 
X«ord*s time. Such was the man who came to 
Jesus for instruction on the subject of religion. 

That he should have done so is very remark- 
able, considering his official position as a leading 
ruler amongst the Jews in matters of religioa; 
considering, moreover, the pride, self-righteousness, 
- and other characteristics by which the Pharisees 
of that day were distinguished. 

Our wonder is further increased when we reflect 
on the hatred which the Pharisees showed to Christ 
from the very commencement of His ministry, and 
which led their Sanhedrim to pass a resolution 
that, " if any man did confess that Jesus was thp 
Christj, he should be put out of the synagogue," a 
species of excommunication as terrible to th^ 
Jewish mind as the refusal of the sacraments is 
to ^ Papist. 

Need we wonder, then, that Nicodemus was 
afraid, to. go- tQ Jesus openly, and that he should 
have 4one aq^ secretly, ynder covert pf night ? 
Still less need we wonder at the timid .pharactejr 

8 
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of the attempt he made, in the Sanhedrini, to 
secure justice for Jesus, by asking the natural 
question, " Doth our law judge any man before it 
hear him, and know what he doeth V* For the 
moment he got an insolent reply from a member 
of the council, which was personal, rude, and 
threateniug: "Art thou also of Galilee?*' He 
seems to have been abashed, and to have held bis 
peace. 

Whether Nicodemus was a person of more than 
ordinarily timid temperament, it matters little for 
us to speculate on. But I doubt not that if the 
penalties for professing Christ in the present day 
were as severe as they were when Nicodemus went 
to Jesus . by night, we should have amongst us 
Nicodemuses riot a few. For have we not, as it is, 
many who are ashamed to make an open profes- 
sion of religion, for fear of the ridicule and con- 
tempt of the world ? 

What could have led Nicodemus, then, to go to 
Christ for instruction ? It seems he had conceived 
the idea that Jesus was a teacher come from God, 
at which conviction he had arrived by a very 
natural and reasonable process of induction, for 
he had come to the conclusion, ** No man can do 
these miracles that Thou doest^ except God be 
with him." 
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We cannot but wonder at the candour and 
honesty of this man's mind. Most men are carried 
away by the opinions of the day and of those with 
whom they most associate ; but here we have Nico- 
demus thinking for himself, and arriving at the 
conclusion that Jesus was a teacher come from 
God, when all his fellow-councillors were preju- 
diced against him, hated him, and were striving to 
kill him, and, like most prejudiced persons, catch- 
ing at any semblance of an argument without 
investigation, they cried out, " Shall Christ come 
out of Galilee ? Hath not the Scripture said that 
Christ Cometh of the seed of David and out of the 
town of Bethlehem V Whereas if they had taken 
the tiwible to inquire, they might easily have 
found out that both these conditions were fulfilled 
in Christ. 

No sooner had Nicodemus made confession of 
his faith in Christ's divine mission, than our Lord, 
without any preliminary observations, entered at 
once upon a most solemn cou):se of instructioQ, 
wherein He has embodied and most clearly stated 
the two grand distinguishing features of the Chris- 
tian religion, in which it differs from all other 
religions and from all perversions of Christianity. 
First, the doctrine of the new birth, or the regene- 
raiioQ of the soul, as an essential pre-requisite tb 
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salvation, which you will find in John ilL, from 
verse 3 to verse 12. 

And then in the next place, from verse 13 to 
verse 21, the doctrine of the Cross of Christ, of 
redemption by blood, of a vicarious sacrifice for 
sin, which we call the Atonement, and all this by 
virtue of simple faith upon the Lord Jesus Christ, 
on the part of the sinner. 

What a wonderful discourse was this wherewith 
our Lord favoured Nicodemus on this occasion! 
Timid as may have been his conduct, yet was he 
richly rewarded for coming by our gracious and 
loving Lord, who is always ready to receive 
sinners, and who revealed to Nicodemus the very 
pith and substance of the Gospel of the grace of 
God. 

The unity of our subject, however, confines us 
to the former of these two vital doctrines, regene- 
ration ; and we will therefore proceed to consider 
the various points brought out in reference to this 
subject by the conversation which took place 
between our Lord and Nicodemus. 

Our Lord commenced with the words of our 
text, prefaced by a form of expression calculated 
to impress the mind of Kicodemus with the 
deepest sense of the importance and solemnity of 
what vas fibout to follow : "Verily, verily,! say 
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utito tbee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
stee the kingdom of God." 

The ignorance of Nicodemus, his carnal ideas 
on the subject of religioD, common to most of the 
Jews, as, in fact, they are to all unregenerate souls — 
hence the sensuous character of Popery and Eitual- 
ism — ^are strikingly displayed by his answer to our 
Lord, Wholly missing the figurative and spiritual 
meaning of our Lord's words, he interprets them 
literally as having reference to the body, and 
asks : " How can a man be bom when he is old ? 
Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb 
and be born V* 

In reply to this, our Lord merely repeats what 
He had said before, enlarging somewhat, and with 
a slight alteration of words : " I say unto thee, ex- 
cept a man be bom of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God." 

There is one word introduced into this repeti- 
tition of our Lord's which has given rise to folios 
of controversy, and that word is vxiter. 

I don't intend to enter at large upon that vexed 
q[uestion of controversy, baptismal regeneration; 
but I cannot help briefly discussing the questioui 
what did our Lord mean by using the word water 
on this occasion ? Did He, or did He not, mean to 
refer to baptism ? And are we to understand His 
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words as though He had said : " Except a man 
be baptized with water and the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God " ? 

To this question I am. prepared to give the most 
confident denial, and, briefly, for the following 
reasons: 

First. This enlargement of His words does not 
invalidate the previous statement, in which there 
is no reference to water. 

Secondly. Because the statement would be false. 
Numbers of persons, beginning with the thief upon 
the cross, have entered the kingdom of God, and 
are now in heaven, who never were baptized. 

Thirdly. Because no reference is made by our 
Lord to baptism in His words, and no one has a 
right to affirm that He meant it, seeing they know 
nothing about his intentions. 

And fourthly. Because, at the time our Loid 
spoke those words, the rite of Christian baptism 
had not been instituted. 

What, then, does the word mean? I answer 
this question by asking another: What is the 
meaning of that strictly analogous passage, Matt, 
iii. 11 : " He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire "? 

This is a much stronger passage, for it intro* 
duces the word baptize, which the other does noL 
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And yet no one attempts to apply it to baptism, 
uor to assert that the fiie spoken of was literal fire. 

The correctness of the following explanation 
few will question.: "The Saviour, whose fore-, 
runner John was, would communicate to His dis- 
ciples the divine Sanctifier, as purifying water to> 
wash away their internal pollutions, and as re- 
fining fire to consume all their dross and the re- 
mains of their corrupt affections; to kindle in 
their hearts the holy flame of divine love and zeal ; 
to illuminate their minds with heavenly wisdom, 
and to convert their whole souls into His own pure 
and holy nature." 

In like manner the word water, as used by our 
Lord in connection with the Spirit, in His address 
to Nicodemus, was doubtless intended to illustrate 
the cleansing and purifying influence of the Holy 
Ghost in the regeneration of a sinner's soul. 

Do not for a moment imagine that these remarks 
are intended to cast any slur on the divine ordi- 
nance of baptism, which our Lord left behind as a 
standing institution in His Church for the admis- 
sion of believers, and which is entitled to the 
highest reverence as His parting command : '' Go 
ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holv Ghost." 
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. All I desire is to preserve your mlDds from false 
and superstitious ideas taught by carnal men, who 
would have yon believe that regeneration, the new 
birth, and baptism are all one and the same thing. 

But I cannot further enter into this knotty 
question. : 

More effectually to refute Nicodemus's carnal 
ideas, our Lord adds : " That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit ;" which may be thus paraphrased as a re- 
futation of Nicodemus's objection : ** I mean not 
natural birth ; for if it were possible to be bom 
again in this literal sense, it could be of no use 
to anyone, as that which is born of the flesh by 
natural generation from the stock of fallen Adam 
is carnal and corrupt, and at enmity against God. 
It is, therefore, necessary to be born again of the 
Spirit, for that which is born of the Spirit, which is 
communicated to the soul from the second Adam 
by the operation of the Holy Spirit, is spirit, is, like 
its Author, of a spiritual and holy nature, and 
capable of spiritual and holy exercises and enjoy- 
ment. Marvel not, therefoi*e, that I said unto 
thee, ye must be born again." 

Note the marked transition from singular to 
plural — thee, ye. He might have said : ** Marvel 
not that I said unto thee, thou must be bom 
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again.'* This would have been more peraonal, 
pungent, ami forcible* Why, then, did He not say 
so ? Because it would have weakened and ener- 
vated the doctrine He had to enforce, viz., the uni- 
versality of the need; ye, ye all; all mankind 
without exception, prince and peasant, good and 
bad alike, need a fundamental regeneration of 
natura Ye must be born again. 

Our Lord now proceeds to explain the nature of 
this new birth, or, to speak more correctly, to 
account for its mysterious and incomprehensible 
character, by comparing it to one of the best known 
and most familiar operations in the natural world : 
*^The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence 
it cometh, or whither it goeth; so is everyone 
that is bom of the Spirit." 

In this comparison between the nature of the 
wind and the operation of the Holy Ghost on 
man's heart, the following points of resemblance 
are brought out : 

First. The wind bloweth where it listeth. It is 
perfectly free from human control and man's 
will 

So, in like manner, the Holy Ghost is perfectly 
independent of man's will, which cannot control 
the Spirit in reference either to himself or others. 
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The. people of God, it is true, shall be williag in 
the day of His power; but this wiUtBguess is 
simply the result of that power, and until the 
Spirit's free, gratuitous and gracious choice has 
been extended to the sinner, he has no such will- 
ingness. No man ever first chose God ; the re- 
verse is the uniform process of divine grace. 

Secondly. The vjivd is perfecUy invisible. The 
keenest eye, the most powerful microscope, has 
never enabled a man to see the wind, not even 
when it is blowing a gale. So of the Spirit. 
Being a spiritual agency, no man has seen or can 
see, the Spirit. He is invisible to mortal eye, and 
even he who is under His gracious influence sees 
Him no more than the rest of the world. 

But, thirdly, whilst the wind is invisible, there 
is no agency of which we have clearer emdeum 
than we have of the wind ; for, in the first place, 
we hear the sound which proclaims its existence 
and presence, sometimes in the soothing whispers 
of a summer's breeze, at others in the loud and 
boisterous violence of the wintry storm. Then we 
see its efiects, sometimes in the ripple on the sur- 
face of the placid lake, at other times in the moun- 
tainous waves of the stormy ocean, or in the trees 
of the forest uprooted by its blast. 

So in like manner we hear the sound of the 
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Spirit, and see its effects by the influence exercised 
on a sinner's heart. 

This is sometimes the still small voice which, 
imperceptibly to man, transforms the heart. At 
other times it is seen as described by the prophet : 
" And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and 
strong wind rent the mountains and brake in 
pieces the rocks before the Lord." 

The results, moreover, are plain to the eye of 
man in either case. When the influences of the- 
Spirit are of a quiet, secret, invisible order, still 
the results are clear and unmistakable, in a change 
of heart, in a holier life, more love to God, mor© 
spirituality of mind, and the like. 

Whereas when the disruption of the soul is not 
merely the result of transient excitement, but a 
real work of the Holy Ghost, alarming the con- 
science, terrifying the soul, and driving it to th& 
foot of the Gross, then is there seen a marvellous- 
transformation of character to the end of that man's, 
days. ''Old things have passed away. Behold„ 
all things have become new." From one of the 
worst, he becomes one of the best of men, in labours, 
more abundant, like Paul ; and there have been 
many such since his day, the triumphs of the 
cross of Christ, the blessed fruits of the Spirit of 
the living God, over sinners' hearts. 
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• So is evei'yone that is horn of the Spirit. 

Now Nicodemus, on hearing these words, was 
filled with astonishment. He had never heard of 
such things before. All his previous ideas of religion 
had been formal — rites and ceremonies, sacrifices 
and outward performances, acts of external virtue 
and self-righteousness, were all he had any idea of. 
So greatly surprised was he by what our Lord 
said to him about the new birth, its nature and 
necessity, that he could not help exclaiming, 
^* How can these things be ?" 

Herein Nicodemus is simply a type of unre- 
genenate nature. The religion of the natural man 
is like that of the Scribes and Pharisees, and until 
the Spirit opens the eyes of his understanding and 
changes the man's heart, he cannot correctly com- 
prehend the true meaning of our Lord's discourse 
with Nicodemus. It is not to be learnt second* 
hand from commentators, who too often darken 
counsel by words without knowledge ; but they 
must be in God's own school, children of His house, 
before they can understand this language, because, 
as Leighton says, " it is not taught in these lower 
academies." 

Many persons have thought that timidity was 
the leading feature in Nicodemus's character. I 
prefer to recognise a much nobler one, which 
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prompted him, at the hazard of his reputation, to 
seek an interview with Jesus, and that *wa^ 
candour^ His mind was open to couvictions of 
truth, and superior to the prejudices of his own 
sect and kin, which led him to believe that Jesu» 
was a teacher come from God, though every other 
Pharisee in Jerusalem rejected, hated, and despised 
the Lord of Life. 

jN"ow I invite all those who are prejudiced 
against that unpopular but spiritual doctrine of 
the new birth, to imitate Nicodemus in this par- 
ticular. Be candid, and go to Jesus for instruc- 
tion. 

There are some who, through the influences of 
education and bad teaching, have hitherto allowed 
their minds to be deceived by that carnal, un- 
scriptural superstition of baptismal regeneration. 
There are others who, from want of earnestness in 
religion, have never thought on the subject at all, 
have never realised their need of regeneration, and 
have in them that strong prejudice against spiritual 
truth which is a part of the disease of unrenewed 
nature. 

Now I would implore all such to do as Nico- 
demus did — go to Jesus, go to, the Scriptures ; 
but do so in a humble, teachable spirit, desirous of 
divine enlightenment, and seek for the teaching of 
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tbe Holy Ghost ; and when yon have found the 
doctrine of the new birth in the Scriptnies^ /or it 
is there, then examine your hearts to make the 
discovery that you have never yet been bom again. 
Having arrived at this stage of experience and 
progress, then realise your danger and the great- 
ness of your need. If our Lord's earnest aiid 
solemn words do not then drive you to the throne 
of grace, to seek for this spiritual change of heart, 
none of mine can. "Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be bom again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God." 



SERMON 

No. VII. 

JOHN III. 3. 

" Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be bom 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.'' 

The conversion of the Apostle Paul is the most 
wonderful on record in the annals of the human 
race, whether we take into account its attendant 
circumstances or its future results. I have there- 
fore reserved it to the last. 

In each individualinstance of conversion hitherto 
produced, there has been something personal, pecu- 
liar, characteristic. So of Paul's. That which 
pre-eminently distinguished his conversion was 
dogma, or doctrine, a subject of such vital import- 
ance, in the present day especially, that I rejoice 
to have the opportunity of giving it the promineoee 
it deserves. 

I shall therefore only touch very briefly on 
Paul's previous history and the conversion itself, 
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in order to reserve more time for the exhibition of 
the dogmatic results which followed, 

Paul, born in Tarsus, a city of Cilicia, had been 
brought up under Gamaliel, a distinguished Jewish 
rabbi, and was, both by descent and earnest con- 
viction, a Pharisee. 

Subsequent to the day of Pentecost, when the 
disciples began boldly to preach Jesus, Paul flung 
himself into the forefront of the battle, young as 
he was. He kept the clothes of those who stoned 
Stephen; after which he made havoc of 'the 
Church, and, haling men and women, committ^ 
them to prison. Not content therewith, he got 
letters from the high priest to the synagogues of 
Damascus, and set forth on his journey to that 
city, bent on an-esting the Christians in order to 
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 

The further details of what led to his conversion 
are too familiar to our minds to need narration. 
Only let me remark that his conversion was dis- 
tinguished from all others by the wonderful appear- 
ance of Christ Himself, in person, whom Paul 
saw, and whose memorable words he heard, which 
pierced his soul to the quick. " Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou Me? It is hard for thee to 
kick against the pricks." , . 

That thi9 was a real appearance of Christy and 
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not a mere vision, Paul's own words prove beyond 
question. " He was seen of James, then of all the 
apostles, and last of all He was seen of me also, aa 
of one born out of due time " (1 Cor. xv. 7, 8). 

If you study Paul's character before his convert 
sion, you will find him to have been full of zeal 
and very religious ; only his religion was full of 
egregious errors, by reason of which it was utterly 
worthless, and could never have helped him on the 
road to heaven. 

Learn from this that it is not enough to be very 
religious and full of zeal ; your religion, to be worth 
anything, must be according to the mind of God 
and the doctrine of His Word. 

Neither zeal, nor self-denial, nor bodily mortifi- 
cations, nor earnestness in religion, are of any avail 
if the religion be not true, if it be not the religion 
of the Bible, the doctrine of the cross, a free, 
gratuitous salvation, conferred by Christ on the 
believer. 

If the errors of Paul's religion previous to his 
conversion had been peculiar to himself, or if they 
had been the outcome of some creed long since 
exploded, it would have been a needless task to 
bring them before you. 

But as there is an innate popery which nestles 
in the human heart, so is there an innate pharisaism 

9 
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^hich dwells there likewise, independent of sects, 
creeds, country, or age. Now Paul's religion, before 
his conversion, was a type and pattern of that 
which forms the staple and substance of almost 
every unconverted man's, and it is therefore well 
worthy of our careful study. 

In his epistle to the Philippians, he tells them 
what had heen the foundation of his hopes before 
his conversion : "Circumcised the eighth day, of the 
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew 
of the Hebrews ; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 
concerning zeal, persecuting the Church ; touching 
the righteousness which is of the law, blameless." 
All this he calls confidence in the flesh; "flesh" 
here means the performances, ceremonies, and 
works of man, in his corrupt, carnal state. 

How very similar are the condition of mind and 
ground of hope which form the religion of numbers 
of nominal Christians in the present day ! " Bap- 
tized in my infancy, a member of the true Church, 
a regular attendant on the means of grace, a par- 
taker of the Lord's Supper, an upright, virtuous 
man, liberal to the poor^ a loving husband, and a 
iind father." 

All this Paul would call trusting to the flesh, 
and it is a solemn thought that the religion which 
many of you possess, and on which you are build- 
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ing your hopes for eternity, is just that religiou 
which Paul abandoned the moment he was con- 
verted, so that you are just in the same position 
he was in before he knew Christ ; and you, like 
him, must fling your false hopes to the winds before 
you can get on the true foundation ; like him, all 
these things which now are gain to you, you must 
<x)unt loss. 

Now the reason why Paul's experience is so 
valuable to us, and why many of you are just in 
the same condition he was in before his conversion, 
is this. Self-righteousness is the staple of every 
man's religion until he has found Christ. To get 
rid of that is the first step of progress towards 
salvation. 

How Paul got rid of it, let me now show you. 

Turn to Eomans vii. 9, and you will there find 
him describing his own experience as follows: 
''I was alive, without the law, once." He was 
once a Pharisee, ignorant of the spirituality of the 
.law of God, and only attentive to the outward 
letter, by complying with which he thought he 
covld save his soul. During this period of his 
life he fancied he was serving God by these works 
of righteousness, commending himself to Him 
thereby, earning salvation, and going straight on 
the Toad to heaven. He was alive, in a state of 
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spiritual life — so he thought of himself. He was 
thus self-satisfied, content with himself^ uncon- 
scious of sin^ and full of self-righteousness. 

Now all this sprung from his ignorance of the 
extent, the perfection, the spirituality of the law 
of God. 

He was not singular in this respect. It is mar- 
vellous how widespread this ignorance of the law 
of God is in the present day amongst respectable, 
church-going professors of religion. ' 
' Know, then, that the law of God is perfect; 
from a perfect God, nothing else could proceed 
but a perfect law, and that law proclaims, as a 
penalty for transgression in the least tittle : " The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die. Whosoever shall 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, 
he is guilty of all." 

Now the result of a man's getting his eyes open 
to the law of God, so as to see its extent, its 
spirituality, its perfection, is twofold. 

First. He discovers himself to be a vile sinner, 
as he never did before. 

Secondly. He realises the impossibility of his 
ever complying with the terms of the law, and he 
makes the awful discovery that he is lying imder 
the curse of thiq broken law. " Cursed is eveiy 
-one that continueth not in all things which 
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are written in the book of the law to do 
them." 

Thus is he robbed of all hope of being able to 
save his soul by obedience either in whole or in 
part. 

This was exactly the experience of the Apostle : 
" When the commandment came, sin revived, and 
I died." 

He tells us it was not till by divine grace he 
had had his eyes opened to understand the exten 
and spirituality of God's law, that he knew sin, 
what it really was, and what a sinner he was. 
This discovery he made by the application of the 
tenth commandment to his conscience, ''Thou 
shalt not covet ;" which, going beyond the mere 
outward act, reaches to the very thoughts and 
desires of the heart. No sooner had he made this 
discovery than it convicted him of sin ; hence sin 
revived, and he died — died to all hopes of saving 
his soul by works of self-righteousness ; discovered, 
himself to be dead in trespasses and sins : for if 
the law extended to the very thoughts, and con- 
demned every carnal desire, how could he ever 
fulfil it ? 

Thus we have traced Paul's wondrous conver-. 
43ion to its root and foundation, his obtaining 
covTQCt Scriptural views of law and of sin. The* re-. 
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suit was conviction of sin. He was robbed of all 
hope by the discovery he had made, and the com- 
mandment, which was ordained to life, he found 
to be unto death : the only result which can 
possibly follow the application of a perfect law to 
the heart and conscience of a sinner. 

Now Paul would have been in a sad way if he 
had rcHiained here. But it pleased God to reveal 
to him: an entirely new way in place of the old — 
that peeuliar way by which He purposeth to save 
sinners, which the Apostle calls the " excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord;" and 
he sets it before us in these words, " That I may 
win Christ, and be found in Him^not having mine 
own righteousness, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Christ, the righteous- 
ness which is of God by faith," 

Here is a new kind of righteousness introduced 
to our notice, and put in opposition to the old. The 
righteousness of the old ma,n having been proved 
worthless, he finds another provided by God in its 
stead, which he calls " the righteousness which is 
of Qofi by faith." 

Hitherto, like all his countrymen — aye, like all 
unconverted men — he had been going about to 
establish his own righteousness, being ignorant of 
God's right^usness, as so many professing Chris- 
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tians of the present day are, Havitig now, how- 
ever, discovered the worthlessness of his own and 
the preciousness of God's, he submitted bitnself to 
it, having learnt, by divine revelation, that Christ 
was the end of the law for righteousness to every 
one that believeth« 

Let me here give you a correct definition of that 
important term, so frequently used by the Apostle, 
•* the righteousness of God." 

The righteousness whereby a sinner is justified 
is called the righteousness of God, because it is of 
God's institution and appointment, and which 
alone He will accept of as a valid plea for a 
sinner's salvation at the judgment-day. 

It is called the righteousness of God, moreover, 
because it was performed by Him who is God as 
well as man ; and it is therefore of infinite value, 
merits and perfection, and is opposed to human 
righteousness, the righteousness of works. It is 
the fruit and result of Christ's obedience, whereby 
He perfectly fulfilled the law and propitiated the 
justice of God, which obedience being imputed to 
the elect, and received by faith, their sins are 
pardoned and their persons accepted. 

When Paul made this discovery of the imputed 
righteousness of Christ, instead of the polluted, 
imperfect righteousness of man, it completely sub-* 
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verted the very foundations of his soul, wrought 
within him a marvellous transformation, was the 
means of changing his principles, and of developing 
within him an entirely new life. 

Now these precious truths, which did such great 
things for Paul, have been in your hands all your 
life, and yet have produced no such effects upon 
many of you. You have not even discovered, or 
understood the doctrine, though it is all in the 
Word of God. Now, as a sword sheathed in its 
scabbard is a useless instrument, so is the Word 
of God if never read, or, being read, it is not applied 
to the heart, the conscience, the understanding, by 
the Spirit I am endeavouring to unsheath that 
sword to-night, and if the Holy Ghost shall enable 
me to do so, I have no fear of the results, " for the 
Word of God is quick and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and is a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart" 
Oh that the Spirit of the living God would come 
down this night into the hearts of many of my 
hearers, and make you understand clearly the 
extent and spirituality of the law of God ; then 
to see yourself as a guilty, condemned sinner, 
lying under the curse of a broken law ; and having 
thus emptied you of self-righteousness and of all 
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confidence in your own performances, that He 
"would reveal Christ Jesus our Lord to your soul, 
enabling you to see the preciousness of the blood 
of Christ, which cleanseth from all sin ; the pre- 
ciousness of Christ's righteousness imputed to the 
sinner by faith, which is now offered to you with- 
out money and without price ; then shall you 
exclaim with joy : " This is all my salvation, and 
all my desire." Depend upon it, my dear friends, 
the most powerful motive which can possibly stir 
the human heart is the discoveiy of this gospel 
salvation, revealed to the soul by the Holy Ghost, 
as it was to Paul, which puts the sinner into pos- 
session of a free, complete, and present salvation, 

I shall now bring before you another description 
which Paul gives of his conversion, and which I 
hope you will be all the better able to understand 
from what has gone before. Writing to the Gala- 
tians (i. 15), he tells them ; *' It pleased God, who 
separated me from my mother's womb, and called 
me, by His grace, to reveal His Son in me." Those 
words are very remarkable, " to reveal His Son in 
me," and no doubt refer to that divine process by 
which Paul's eyes were opened to see the nature, 
character, and office of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

It pleased God to make this revelation to Paul's 
soul concerning Christ, which enabled him to 
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understand that Christ, by His deatli ^jpon the 
Cross, had sufifered the punishment wo dea^rved, 
and paid the debt we owed, thus fulfilling the 
celebrated prophecy of Daniel (ix. 24), "to finish 
the transgression and to make an end of sins, aod 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlasting righteousness." 

The gist and essence of this revelation of Christ 
which God made to his soul, he expounds to the 
Eomans in the following words. Having proved 
that every mouth must be stopped, and all the 
world become guilty before God, so that by deeds 
of law no flesh shall be justified in His sight, he 
proceeds (iii. 21) to state : " But now the righteous- 
ness of God without the law is manifested, even 
the righteousness of God, which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ, unto all and upon all them that 
believe." 

This was the revelation of Christ which God 
made to the Apostle's soul, as a complete Saviour 
for a complete sinner, exhibiting Christ, as ** the 
end of the law for righteousness, to every one 
that believeth " (Rom. x. 4). 

There are two important elements in the con- 
version of Paul which must not be overlooked. 
He tells the Galatians, first, that God called him ; 
secondly, that this calling was by God's grace* 
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These two are essential pre-requisites to a spiritual 
revelation of Christ to the soul» in this order: 
First, the calling; secondly, the grace of God; 
thirdly, the revelation of Christ to the souL 

The effectual calling of God lies at the founda- 
tion, for until God has made the soul willing, as 
He does in the day of His power, that soul will 
never turn to God. The conversion of a sinner 
always springs from God ; never from man. 

Then comes the grace of God as a mighty con- 
straining influence over the heart, transforming,, 
changing, making all things new. In connection 
herewith is a spiritual revelation of Christ to the 
soul, what Paul calls, " Revealing His Son in me." 
In the Apostle's case this was a direct revelation 
from God ; but in the case of every man, since the 
Canon of Scripture was closed, this revelation has 
consisted in the Holy Ghost's taking of the things 
of Christ contained in the written Word, and apply- 
ing them to the soul of him who is under this 
gracious process of divine teaching, as he feeds by 
faith upon the words of the living God, During 
this process, whilst the understanding is enlight- 
ened, the heart is also stirred and changed by th 
gospel motives which spring out of the dogmatic 
truths thus revealed to the soul by the Spirit. 

I am particularly desirous of making it clear to 
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yoa bow completely the revelatioii of Christ to the 
soul is a work of the Holy Ghost, and how impos- 
4iible it is for any man to possess himself of this 
great gift by the mere exercise of his own intellec- 
tual powers, however great those powers may be. 
For supposing a man, free from prejudice and of a 
clear head, should see and understand the plan of 
salvation, this would not be, what Paul calls, 
"God's revealing His Son in me." Far &om it, 
for his soul would remain utterly uninfluenced 
by the dry dogmatic opinions which be had 
adopted. 

The Apostle makes this very clear when he 
says : " The things of God knowetb no man, but 
the Spirit of God " (1 Cor. ii 11). Therewith he 
contrasts his own privileged condition : " Now we 
have received, not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit which is of God ; that we might know the 
things that are freely given us of God." 

He further illustrates this principle and tiie 
Titter blindness of man's understanding to spiritual 
truth, where he says : " God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ." 

It is for want of this very gift that the preached 
gospel is so ofteii inoperative, and that men read 
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their Bibles to so little purpose. They deal with 
divine truth as they would with any secular scienqe 
or study ; they are content with their own under- 
standing, seemingly unconscious that it is equally 
corrupt and depraved as the unconverted hearty 
and hence ever prone to lead them astray. 

They seem to be perfectly unaware that they 
are, what Paul calls, " natural men," and that " the 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are foolishness unto him ; neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually 
discerned." 

Hence they don't approach the Scriptures in a 
humble, teachable spirit, realizing their ignorance, 
blindness, and need of divine teaching ; neither do 
they make it the subject of real, earnest prayer,, 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fathet 
of Glory, would give unto them the spirit of wisdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of Him, and that 
the eyes of their understanding might be en- 
lightened, 

I have thus endeavoured to lay bare ihose grand 
foundation stones of Christian dogma, on which 
the Apostle Paul's conversion was founded, viz., 
the perfection and spirituality of the law of God, 
resulting in the guilt and condemnation of the 
sinner ; and then the righteousness of Christ, per^ 
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feet and complete as a substitate for man's, and 
imputed to the sinner, by faith. 

What I have said is in strict accordance with 
our Article XL of the Justification of Man : " We 
ure accounted righteous before God, only for the 
merit of our Lord and Saviour Je^us Christ, by 
faith, and not for our own works or deservings." 

But a foundation is of no value unless it be able 
to bear the superstructure to be built upon it ; or, 
to alter the figure^ the root of a tree is of no use 
unless it has vitality to throw out shoots, stems, 
branches, leaves, flowers and fruit. 

I wish, therefore, now to show you what fruit 
this conversion of the Apostle produced, what 
sort of an edifice was erected on this solid founda- 
tion. 

I must have recourse once more to the Apostle's 
own words to describe his experience. He tells 
Timothy (1 Tim. L 14), " the grace of our Lord was 
exceeding abundant with faith and love, which is 
in Christ Jesus. This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners^ of whom I am 
chief." 

We have here his calling to remembrance that 
deep conviction of sin which had wrought in him 
aforetime such grief and distress of soul as to 
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compel him to cry out : "Oh, wretched man that 
I am, who shall deliver me from the body of this 
death V* And from which, though delivered by a 
revelation of Christ to his soul, bringing pardon 
and peace, so that he could exclaim, "I thank 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord ;*' yet did he 
never, to his dying day, cease to loathe and repu- 
diate his own righteousness, and to realize the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin, nor to hate himself on 
account of it. 

In the next place you will observe that the 
edifice erected on this foundation, he describes as 
** faith and love which is in Christ Jesus." 

The first, faith, includes as its object all we have 
said about Christ's imputed righteousness, and 
every other vital truth connected with the nature, 
office, and work of our blessed Lord — His divinity, 
His taking upon Him our nature. His dyinij in our 
stead, His atonement. His precious sin-cleansing 
blood. All these were the objects of his faith, on 
which he believed with the heart, and believing 
on which, this act of faith was imputed to him for 
righteousness ; as he says to the Komans (iv. 24), 
*" For us also to whom it shall be imputed, if we 
believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from 
the dead; who was delivered for our ofiences, and 
was raised again for our justification." 



144 SBBMON YU, 

Thus did the Apostle, being justified by faith, 
have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Not a future, uncertain hope, of "what 
might or might not be ; but a certain, sure, and 
present salvation on believing ; for when the soul 
obtains peace with God, then and there it is 
saved. 

Now what think you was the effect upon the 
Apostle's heart, of realizing by faith that his sins 
were pardoned, his person reconciled to God, and 
his soul saved ? 

I answer, the deepest gratitude wherewith the 
soul of man can be stin*ed, and the most entire 
consecration of heai*t and life to Him who, as he 
tells the Galatians (ii. 20), ** loved me, and gave 
Himself for me." 

If all these benefits had been conferred upon 
him without any cost to the donor, it would have 
been reasonable cause for gratitude to the Author of 
such unspeakable mercies, just as if a condemned 
criminal should be freely pardoned by the mere 
fiat of his prince's will, he would for ever after 
feel deeply grateful to him. But if that pardon 
"had been purchased at the price of the prince's 
own blood, oh, how much deeper would be bis 
gratitude and love. The remembrance of such an 
unheard-of sacrifice would be ever precious to him, 
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^nd would enhance a thousandfold the grace and 
mercy which at so great a price had secured his 
freedom. Henceforth, what would he not gladly 
do to show his gratitude, or to carry out the dying 
wishes of his gracious prince ? 

Such was the effect on Paul's heart when he 
had obtained a free pardon and a present salvation 
through the blood of the Cross. 

The emotions produced thereby, and how love 
henceforth became the ruling passion of his soul, 
he thus describes (2 Cor. v.) : *' The love of Christ 
constraineth us, because we thus judge, that if one 
died for all, then were all dead ; and that He died 
for all, that they which live should not henceforth 
live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for 
them and rose again. '^ 

Such was the character of Paul's conversion. 
How marvellous the influence it exercised over his 
heart and life the Scriptures record. What a won- 
derful power of constraining love must that have 
been which enabled him cheerfully to endure that 
catalogue of sufferings and woes which his bold 
advocacy of Christ entailed upon him to the end 
of his days ! " Of the Jews, five time^ received I 
forty stripes save one ; thrice was I beaten with 
rods ; once was I stoned ; thrice I suffered ship- 
wreck; a night and a day I have been in the 

10 
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deep ; in jonmeyings often, in perils of waters, in 
perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countiy- 
men, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the dty^ 
in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in 
perils among false brethren; in weariness and 
painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and 
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness/' 

All this marvellous endurance and self-sacrifice 
was the direct result of those great fundamental 
truths which I have detailed to you to-night, en- 
graven upon his heart and conscience by the Spirit 
of God, and which resulted in his conversion ; 
truths and principles which, since his day, have 
transformed both heart and life of thousands and 
tens of thousands. 

Now it is the neglect of this doctrinal teaching 
of Scripture in the present day which has caused 
the standard of religion amongst us to sink so low, 
and has developed to such an extent the outward 
form and ceremony as a poor substitute for the 
vital energy of true conversion, the real work of 
regeneration, as produced on a sinner's heart by 
the application of gospel verities, under the influ- 
ence of divine grace and by the power of the Holy 
Ohost. 

There must be many here to-night conscious 
that this gospel of the grace of God, which exer- 
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cised such marvellous power over Paul's heart, 
has hitherto had little^ if any, influence over their 
hearts* 

If the reason be asked, I answer, one main cause 
is ignorance ; ignorance of those fundamental veri- 
ties and glorious truths which I have endeavoured 
to set before you to-night; truths which, when 
applied to the heart by the Holy Ghost, produce a 
mightier revolution in the soul of man than any 
other known power. But unless you will go to 
the Scriptures and search out these principles for 
yourselves, you cannot expect to get that ignorance 
removed* 

A second cause naturally follows: the Spirit 
has no scope for action. If Paul had never read 
the tenth commandment, the Holy Ghost could 
never have applied it to his conscience, and to the 
end of his days he would have remained ignorant 
of the perfection and spirituality of the law of 
God, self-righteous, unconvinced of sin, and hence 
ignorant of the free salvation provided by Christ, 
and of His imputed righteousness ; the knowledge 
and reception of which, as we have seen, fired his 
soul with such mighty energy. 

Oh, realise then the necessity of divine teach- 
ing ; go to the Scriptures with the humility, sim- 
plicity^ and teachableness of a little child ; and go 

10—2 
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to the throne of grace conscious of the blindness 
and ignorance of yonr understanding and heart 
alike, to seek for divine enlightenment. Pursuing 
this course in earnestness and sincerity, results 
■similar to those which Paul experienced will be 
yours ; and you, like him, will be able to testify, 
** The grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant 
with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus." 



SEEMON 
No. YIII. 

JOHN III. 3. 

" Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God." 

We have now taken a survey of nine cases of con- 
version recorded in the New Testament. Many- 
others might have been added ; but what I have 
already produced have furnished us with sufficient 
illnstrations of character to serve our purpose. 

We have seen the most devout and pious, as 
well as the most ignorant and depraved, alike 
standing in need of spiritual enlightenment and 
of a gracious change of heart and nature; and thus 
I think I have fulfilled what I undertook to do, 
viz., to produce a series of pictures drawn to the 
life from the New Testament, to illustrate the 
fact that it is throngh the gate of conversion that 
every sinner enters the kingdom of God ; that a 
change of heart and nature is the essential pre- 
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requisite to becoming a real Christian, and this 
notwithstanding the great varieties of character 
and moral condition which prevail amongst men ; 
showing that however amiable and virtuous, how- 
ever depraved and immoral, the nature we brought 
into the world with us must be regenerated before 
salvation can become the portion of anyone. 

Here, then, we might close. But I purpose, bj 
way of warning, to conclude with a solemn con- 
trast, and shall produce three cases recorded in 
Scripture of false conversions, to show you the 
dangers which spring from the deceitfulness of 
man's heart, and the snares and delusions of 
Satan, from which you may learn that there are 
barren fig-trees as well as fruitful ; that it is not 
all gold that glitters ; that there are false pro- 
fessors as well as true, hypocrites as well as real 
Christians. 

We will commence with Simon Magus. In the 
eighth chapter of The Acts we read that " Philip 
went down to Samaria and preached Christ unto 
them, and that the people with one accord gave 
heed unto those things which Philip spake, hear- 
ing and seeing the miracles which he did« 

''But there was a certain man called Simon, 
which beforetime in the same city used sorcery and 
bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that 
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himself was some great one. To whom they all 
gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying : 
This man is the great power of God." 

Without discussing the moot question whether 
the sorceries used by Simoa- were real, and that he 
produced many extraordinary effects by satanical 
influence, or whether he merely deluded an ignorant 
people by impudent assumptions and legerdemain 
tricks, it is quite clear that this Simon was a bad 
man, had passed himself off for what he was not, 
and by his false pretences had deluded the people 
to their injury and bis own gain. There can be no 
doubt that he was a thoroughly worthless impostor. 

Philip's visit to Samaria rescued the people from 
this delusion. He preached Christ unto them, 
and the doctrine lie taught was confirmed by the 
miracles he wrought. Simon lost his hold of the 
people, who . believed Philip preaching the things 
concerning the kingdom of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, and were baptized, both men and 
women. 

Que would naturally suppose that an impostor 
thus exposed, abandoned, and defeated, would have 
been exceedingly mad, and that his rage would 
have known no bounds. This, however, does not 
appear to have been the case ; for wo read : " Then 
Simon himself believed also; and when he. was 
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baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, 
beholding the miracles and signs which were done." 

Now there is nothing in this record about 
Simon's conversion which would lead us to doubt 
its reality. Philip himself seems to have been 
deceived, or he never would have baptized Simon. 
First, he believed — at least he made such a pro- 
fession of faith in Christ as deceived others, for 
they could not see his heart ; secondly, his conduct 
was consistent with his profession, for he continued 
with Philip, thus renouncing his old pretensions 
and sorceries, and casting in his lot with the 
people of God. 

And if the history of Simon had ended here we 
should naturally and justly have concluded that 
the conversion of Simon was real, and have re- 
garded it as a wonderful proof of the mighty 
power of divine grace in converting the heart of 
one of the worst and most depraved of sinners. 

But the sequel undeceives us, and makes it 
perfectly clear that Simon was not converted. 
'Whether he had been impressed by the miracles 
performed by Philip and the doctrine taught by 
Lim, so as to have been convinced that Christ was 
the Messiah, and to have given a sincere assent 
to the things he had heard, we cannot say, but the 
sequel makes it more probable that this profession 
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was insincere and hypocritical. In either case, how-^ 
ever, it is quite clear that he was not truly con- 
verted; that his heart was not changed; that he 
was not regenerated by the Holy Ghost ; that his 
faith was not a real saving faith which works by love. 

" Now, when the Apostles which were at Jeru- 
salem heard that Samaria had received the Word 
of God they sent unto them Peter and John." 

You will bear in mind that Philip was not the 
Apostle of that name, but one of the seven 
deacons, and when tidings came to the Church at 
Jerusalem of so great a work going on in Samaria, 
it was thought expedient to send down two of 
the Apostles themselves, men of experience and 
authority, to superintend and confirm the work so 
joyfully begun. 

Peter and John went down and prayed for 
them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost : 
then they laid their hands on them, and they re- 
ceived the Holy Ghosts This doubtless refers to 
the miraculous gifts and operations of the Holy 
Ghost, for they had, as believers, already received 
the regenerating and sanctifying influences of the 
Spirit* 

The results of this gift were manifest to all, 
whether in speaking with tongues, or in working 
miracles, which excited the cupidity of Simon's 
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covetoaSy unrenewed heart; so that when he saw 
that through laying on of the Apostles' hands the 
Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money, 
saying, " Give me also this power, that on whom- 
soever I lay hands he may receive the Holy 
Ghost." 

The stern, indignant refusal of Peter shows what 
he thought of Simon : '* Thy money perish with 
thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of 
God may be purchased with money. Thou hast 
neither part nor lot in this matter, for thy heart is 
not right in the sight of God." 

Here^ then, we have an instance of a man, re- 
cently baptized, who had not repented of his 
, wickedness ; who was in the gall of bitterness and 
in the bond of iniquity ; who had neither part nor 
lot in the matter of salvation, and whose heart 
was not right in the sight of God. 

One may well ask, what good had baptism done 
him ? Alas ! how many, both adults and infants, 
have since that day derived as little benefit from 
baptism as did Simon ; and for this reason, baptism 
is not a charm, but a sign and seal of a regenera- 
tion which either has taken place beforehand, or, 
as in the case of infants, must take place at a 
future day — failing which there is no more benefit 
derived from the rite than there was in Simon's case. 



FALSE CONV£ltSIONS. 155 

Although Peter exhorted Simon to repent of his 
wickedness, and to pray to God for forgiveness, 
and though Simon, with seeming humility, be- 
sought Peter to pray to the Lord for him, yet have 
we no reason to indulge the belief that Simon 
abandoned his wicked ways, or ever became a real 
convert to Christ. 

You will notice that Simon did not solicit Peter 
that he might be delivered from his ambition, 
avarice and impiety, nor yet did he express any 
sorrow for having offended God by his sin. All 
he asks is that he might be exempted from the 
punishment he had incurred. 

Now this is very like the conduct often dis- 
played by unconverted men in sickness, and shows 
the hoUowness of what are called death-bed con* 
versions. In prospect of death and eternity the 
terrified soul is filled with dread, and cries out to 
God, and gives utterance to expressions of sorrow 
and repentance ; but where regeneration is absent, 
all this means nothing more than dread of conse- 
quences, fear of punishment. There is no godly 
sorrow for sin, no deep grief at having offended 
Qod; and as experience generally proves, if the 
man recovers, he returns like the dog to his vomit, 
and like the sow that was washed to her wallowing 
in the mire. This is the result of carnal terror in 
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prospect of death, unaccompamed with any change 
of heart or nature. 

' Here, then, in the case of Simon, we have a 
specimen of a thoroughly bad man professing con- 
version, and for a time deceiving the brethren bv 
liis conduct into the belief that he had become 
a real Christian, whereas all the while he had 
been in the gall of bitterness and in the bond ot 
iniquity. 

We must now turn to the case of Ananias and 
Sapphira, 

The fervour, devotedness, and brotherly love of 
the believers, shortly after our Lord's Ascension, 
and the outpouring of the Holy Ghost on the day 
of Pentecost^ were so great in Jerusalem, that, as 
we read, " the multitude of them that believed were 
of one heart and of one soul : neither said any of 
them that ought of the things which he possessed 
was his own ; but they had all things common." 

This wonderful display of the great grace which 
was upon them all produced the remarkable result 
that none amongst them lacked, ''for as many as 
were possessors of lands and houses sold them, 
and brought the prices of the things that were 
sold and laid them down at the Apostles' feet, and 
distribution was made unto every man according 
as he had need." 
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Amongst the converts who were possessed of 
property there was a man named Ananias,. who 
£oId a possession. 

How little could anyone have supposed that 
this man was unsound at the core — was nothing 
better than a covetous, selfish, hollow-hearted 
professor ! 

For, in the first place, at that day everything 
was against a man's making a false profession 
of faith in Christ, inasmuch as there was nothing 
,to be gained by it but persecution, contempt and 
sufiering. And it is still more surprising that any- 
one should have sold his property with a view to 
laying the proceeds at the Apostles' feet for 
general distribution who was not a sound-hearted, 
honest convert, influenced by love to Christ and 
his fellow-believers, because there was no compul- 
sory law in the early Church which required the 
disciples to sell their property. Ananias, there- 
fore, was under no necessity to part with his pos- 
sessions, and one is greatly at a loss to understand 
what his motive could have been, he being what 
we know he was, more especially as covetousness 
seems to have been his master-passion. 
'. Not to waste time on unprofitable speculations 
on this subject, let me point out to you what is a 
far more instructive lesson, and which should make 



158 SERMON ym. 

many a professor tremble for himself. And it is 
this : how much religion a man may haTe without 
ever having been savingly converted to God, with- 
out ever having received a new heart, without ever 
having been regenerated by the Holy Ghost ! 

Ananias may proljably have been present at the 
great outpouring of the Holy Ghost, with its 
miraculous gifts, on the day of Pentecost. At all 
events, he had come in contact with the Apostles, 
had seen their miracles, learnt their doctrines; 
had embraced it ; had professed faith in Christ, 
been baptized, and had joined himself to the 
Church of Christ. 

Kow, we have nothing to justify us in sup- 
posing that Ananias, like Simon Magus, was a bed 
man and a hypocrite. Most likely he had been 
deeply impressed by a sense of religion, and was, 
at the time he made that profession, perfectly sin* 
cere; only he had not experienced a change of 
heart 

A large part of the professing Christian woild 
are in the same condition. It would be unjust, 
and untrue, to charge them with insincerity or 
hypocrisy. Of self-deception there is plenty in 
the world ; but of what, in the strictest sense of 
the word, is called hypocrisy, there is far less than 
many supi>ose. 
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But of men and women who are self-deceivers 
there is no end^ because man is a religious crea- 
ture — his nature prompts him to it ; but then this 
natural religion is not grace. Hence we have 
numbers who say their prayers momiDg and even- 
ing, who attend church regularly, who receive the 
Lord's Supper, yet have never been bom again of 
the Spirit, have never experienced a change of 
heart and nature ; and to this class, in all pro-^ 
bability, Ananias and his wife Sapphira both 
belonged. This undeniable fact, patent to all who 
have eyes to see, viz., that a man may have a great 
deal of religion, and that religion be perfectly sin- 
cere, without his having been born again of the 
Spirit, ought to rouse and alarm, not the ungodly 
and immoral, but the virtuous members of our 
churches, to look inwards, and see whether they 
have been regenerated. In order to do this they 
should approach the subject with jealous eye, as a 
lawyer does a title-deed, in order if possible to 
detect a flaw : not as most do, to bolster up a self- 
pleasing delusion flattering to the heart. 

Coming to the Scriptures in such a frame of 
mind^ and to the throne of grace with earnest 
desire to know their real condition and state in 
the sight of God, the truth will be revealed to them. 
With self-examiQation and prayer, both Ananias 
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and Sapphira might have made the disooreiy tiiat 
they had never been bom again, notwitfaatandiiig 
their profession of religion, and mig^t have then 
secured the great grace of real conversion, which 
wonld have saved them from their fearful doom. 

The particular sin which was so seveielj 
punished in the case of Ananias and Sapphira, is 
not nearly of so much importance for ns to dwdl 
upon as this solemn consideration, that they, in all 
probability, had been aforetime sincere professors 
of religion, yet unregenerated, and that we have 
thousands amongst 119 in the same state at the pie- 
sent day. 

True it is that Satan, after the sale of the land, 
filled their hearts and tempted them with covetous 
desires, which led on to their telling a baieSeuxd 
lie, of all which probably a few days before tiiey 
had no thought, and would, if charged with the 
possibility of such a thing, have indignantly re- 
plied, like one of old ; '' Is thy servant a dog that 
he should do this thing ?" 

But though this lie resulted in the sudden death 
of each, it was not the cause of the loss of their 
souls. Having never been bom again, they were 
not in a state of salvation before they told that 
lie ; and if they had never told it, notwithstand- 
ing, they would not have been saved, unless a 
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futttre change of heart had been their privilege ; 
for it is written : " Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of Grod/' 

Thus might Ananias and his wife have died, in 
the course of nature, honoured, respected, and 
loved, and have been regarded as pillars of the 
Church, yet, for want of a new nature, never have 
been saved. 

Lay this solemn lesson to heart, every one of 
you, and be jealous over your own hearts with a 
godly jealousy ; and let Ananias teach you a higher 
lesson than that which is commonly recognized as 
the only one, viz., the sin of telling lies. Look at 
him as a flourishing professor, who at no time in 
his life was in a state of salvation, and who, even 
if he had not lied, would never have been saved, 
nor yet his wife, unless their hearts had been 
changed. 

I shall now bring before you a third case of 
false conversion, that of Demas. 

The records we have of him are very brief. In 
the year of our Lord 64, we find that he was 
associated with Paul in evangelistic work. In 
that year the Apostle sends the brotherly saluta- 
tion of Demas to the Church of Colosse : " Luke, 
the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you." And 
in the same year he names Demas amongst the 

11 
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number of those who were his fellow-labourers, and 
who sent greetings to Philemon. It is clear, there- 
fore, that at this time Demas was not merely a 
person of good standing in the Church, but was 
engaged in evangeUstic labours in connection with 
the Apostle. It also appears that Paul had full 
faith in his reality, sincerity, and devotedness to 
the service of Christ, as much as he had in Mark, 
Luke, or any other of his evangelistic brethren. 

We hence learn that, except when the Apostles 
were supernaturally inspired, either to understand 
doctrine or to discern character, they were left, 
like other persons, to the ordinary conditions of 
nature, one of which is, inability to read the heart 
of man. 

Let no one, then, be surprised or discouraged when 
he meets with cases of disappointment, and when 
those who did run well have been hindered, or still 
worse, have apostatized, for if Paul was deceived 
in Demas as Philip was in Simon Magus, is it any 
wonder that we should sometimes be deceived 
and have our hearts wounded by the falling away 
of one in the soundness of whose piety we had 
the fullest faith ? 

Paul, in his second Epistle to Timothy, written in 
the year 67, three years later, makes the following 
very melancholy statement concerning Demas : 



FALSE CONVERSIONS. 163' 

. "Do thy diligence to come to me shortly, for 
Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this pre-' 
sent world, and is departed unto Thessalonica." 

What, then, are we to conclude from the pre- 
vious record of Demas? Does it necessarily 
follow that all the time he was preaching Christ, ' 
associating with the Apostle, and in good standing 
with the Church, he had been an insincere hypo- 
crite, pretending to be what he knew he was not ? 

There is nothing to justify such a conclusion. 
The probability is that the majority of those who 
have apostatized in every age were at one time 
sincere, and that their feelings and impressions of 
religion, resulting in a change of life and conduct, 
were for the time being real, although they had 
not sprung from a divine change of heart and 
nature, and hence the result was precisely what 
our Lord describes in the parable of the sower : 
*' He that received' the seed into stony places " — 
and there is not a more stony place in the world 
than an unconverted heart — " the same is he that 
heareth the word, and anon with joy receiveth it : 
yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a 
while ; for when tribulation or persecution ariseth 
because of the word, by- «ind-by he is offended/* 
: This seems tojhave been precisely the case with 
Demas. Paul, at the time he wrote to Timothy, 

11—2 
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was endming Iiis last imprisonment in £ome^ 
whicli rhortij preceded his martyrdom, and the 
persecntion of Christians probably ran very high 
in Bome at that time. 

This proved the touchstone to test the hollow- 
ness of Demas's religion, just as our Lord appUed 
a similar test to a young man who seemed as 
though he would be a very promising follower of 
Christy until our Lord purposely applied the test 
to his heart : " 60 and sell that thou hast, and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven, and come and follow Me. But when the 
young man heard that saying, he went away sor- 
rowful, for he had great possessions." 

Were a like command issued from heaven in the 
present day, how many professors of good stand- 
ing in our churches would go away sorrowful; 
and yet has not Christ said to them: ''If any 
man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross and follow Me "? How many de- 
lude themselves with the conceit that they ar& 
following Christ, who have never taken up their 
cross I These are just the persons who would act 
like Demas, if placed in his circumstances. 

Paul puts his finger on the plague-spot in 
Demas's heart, which proved its unregeneracy: 
*' Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this pre- 
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sent world." He doesn't tell us what exact form 
this love took, which matters little; for it is 
written : " If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is not in him." Whether, therefore, 
Demas's abandonment of the cause of Christ sprang 
from his fear of pei'secution, or from his weariness 
of the self-denying work of an evangelist, or be- 
cause he had become enamoured of the riches, 
» pleasures, and honours of the world, matters little, 
for Paul has told us the true source of the evil ; 
in what channel the corrupt fountain flowed forth 
and showed itself concerns us not, the fountain- 
head was that water of Marah, or bitterness, 
which is common to every natural heart — the love 
' of this present world. 

Had the heart of Demas been changed ; had he 
become a new creature in Christ Jesus, that foun- 
tain, if not completely dried up, would have been 
so diluted and rectified by the fountain of the 
water of life as to have preserved him from the 
sad consequences recorded concerning him by Paul. 

Most persons take a very exaggerated view of 
the depravity of Demas's character, which the 
sacred record by no means justifies. It is not 
said that he renounced the Christian religion, that 
he became an infidel or an apostate, but simply 
that he forsook the Apostle and went to Thessa- 
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loDica, under the influence of the love of this pre- 
sent world. Let not those whose hearts are just 
as carnal^ and who, if tempted. as he was, would do 
the same thing themselves, he the first to cast a 
stone at him. No doubt his sin was great ; but 
our churches are full of possible Demases, pro- 
fessors of religion whose hearts have never been 
regenerated, and who are loving this present world. 
The true lesson to be learnt from the history of 
Semas, as of Ananias and Sapphira, is this : how 
much religion a man or woman may have without 
having been regenerated, and hence without being 
saved ! A more solemn subject than this cannot 
be produced. It should lead everyone to look in- 
wards, to search and examine his heart, to see to 
the foundation-stones, and to make sure that he is 
not deceiving himself under the influence of a 
fatal delusion. 



SERMON 
No. IX. 

JOHN m. 3. 

*' Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God." 

Having now occupied your attention for a good 
many Sundays with that most important funda- 
mental truth, the doctrine of regeneration, which 
has been illustrated by a number of Scriptural in- 
stances of great variety, and having exhibited 
before you both the pure gold and the counterfeit 
coin, it only remains for me to gather together and 
apply the large amount of materials which we 
have thus accumulated, and which I shall proceed 
to do aa briefly as possible. 

I. One leading object which I have had before 
me throughout, has been to impress your minds 
with a conviction of the universal application of 
the gre^t truth contained in our text, and to con- 
yiuce you that conversion, or regeneration, is a 
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necessity not merely for heathens and Mahom- 
medans, nor yet only for the immoral and irreligious 
amongst ourselves, but that everyone bom into 
this world stands in need of a change of heart and 
nature, which, alas! very few amongst us have 
experienced. 

I sincerely hope that the variety of Scriptural 
illustrations with which I have furnished you, 
including every kind of natural disposition and 
character, may have convinced you of this. I 
would also hope that the various explanations 
which I have given you of the nature of regenera- 
tion, wherein it consists, and what are its results, 
will have imparted to you a much juster idea of 
what regeneration is than you have ever had before, 
which I trust may have brought some of you to 
see that this converting grace has never been ex- 
perienced by you. 

II. In the next place, I will endeavour to show 
you the reason why this regeneration of man's 
nature is universally necessary. 

I am quite ready to admit that there is a great 
difference in natures, that some are coarse, some 
refined; that some are more averse to religious 
convictions, that others are less so : but, neverthe- 
less, experience proves what Scripture affirms, the 
universal corruption of man's heart, the alienatioB 
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from God which dwells in every unrenewed child 
of Adam. This position I shall fortify — first, by 
an appeal to Scripture ; secondly, to experience. 

Adam and Eve, it is admitted, proceeded from 
their Maker's hands perfectly holy and free from 
all taint of sin. 

Man was made in the image of God, after His 
likeness, but by transgression he fell; and the 
first sign of the radical change which sin produced 
in his nature was, that when they heard the voice 
of the Lord God walking in the garden, Adam and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 
Lord God. Now this took place before the birth 
of Cain, their firstborn, and it is a universal law 
that the offspring partakes of its parents' nature. 
If the sentence upon Adam and Eve had been that 
they should be transformed from men to beasts, 
their ofi'spring to the end of time would have been 
beasts. 

What, then, was their nature when Cain was 
born, and all the other offspring that proceeded 
from them? It was the nature of man, but of 
fallen man. That nature all their descendants, 
without a single exception, have inherited ; even 
though there was in the first generation a wicked 
Cain and a pious Abel, yet, notwithstanding, both 
had the same nature, the plague-spot of a heart 
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alienated from God, tainted with sin, prone to evil, 
which nothing but divine giwe could cure. 

In strict accordance with this are the subsequent 
statements of Scripture, such as the following: 
^ Jews and Gentiles are all under sin ;" " Tliere is 
none righteous ; no, not one. There is none that 
understandeth ; there is none that seeketh after 
God. There is none that doeth good ; no, not one." 
" What things the law saith, it saith, that every 
mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God." 

If this does not prove that mankind are a race 
of guilty sinners, without a single exception, lying 
under the curse of God's broken law, I know not 
how it could be proved by words. 

In appealing to experience, I enter upon an 
illustration so cumulative in its character as to be 
quite beyond the limits of a single discourse. A 
few brief touches are all I can venture on. I 
would remind you that the first-bom man was a 
murderer ; that after well-nigh two thousand years 
of patient endurance, " God saw that the wicked- 
ness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually," which led to the destruction of 
the whole race, except Noah and his family ; that, 
after the world was repeopled, mankind were scat- 
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tered over the face of the earth for an act of re- 
hellion against God in which they all joined ; and 
from that day to the Ascension of our Lord, did 
all but one family apostatize from Him, and wor- 
ship the host of heaven and the works of their 
own hands, gods many and lords many, made of 
wood and stone. 

Then Grod separated from the rest of mankind 
one family, whom He adopted as His own. What 
they became, a stiff-necked race, enamoured of 
heathen idolatry, rebellious against the true God^ 
and addicted to sin, the records of the Old Testa- 
ment abundantly show. 

At length, in the fulness of time, God sent forth 
His Son to redeem mankind, and Him they slew. 
After the death, resurrection, and ascension of our 
Lord, a considerable section of the world embraced 
the pure, divine religion of Jesus ; but how soon 
did they corrupt it with innumerable heresies, cul- 
minating in the great apostasy of Antichrist, whose 
followers to this day outnumber those of all the 
purer churches put together ? 

But what of those purer churches ? 

Whether we contemplate the decays that have 
taken place since the Beformation, or survey their 
present condition, is there not cause for us to hang 
our heads in shame? Is there a church upon 
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^arth one-tenth of whose nominal members are 
real Christians ? whilst they, too, are constantly 
afflicted with outbreaks of heresy on the right 
hand and on the left. 

Look at the widespread corruption and depravity 
prevailing in this most Christian land, whether 
social, national, or political life be surveyed. 

It is needless to enlarge further. Having thus 
abundantly proved the universal depravity of man's 
nature, shall anyone wonder that our Lord should 
have uttered that sweeping assertion, of universal 
application, *' Verily, verily, I say unto thee. Except 
a man be born again, he cannot sec the kingdom 
of God "? 

Such being the testimony of Scripture, and such 
the experience of mankind in every age, the neces- 
sity of a change of heart and nature is a self- 
evident proposition ; hence you may receive it as 
a further proof of the corruption of man's nature 
and his alienation from God, that he does so per- 
sistently resist this truth, set his face against it, 
display his enmity towards it^ strive to explain it 
away and nullify it, either by dogmatic error, such 
as baptismal regeneration, or by ignorant talk of 
the goodness of man's heart, and so forth. 

III. I wish now to set before you the breadth 
of surface covered by the doctrine of regeneration. 
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I would remind you that it has to do "with both 

head and heart, with both the understanding and 

the affections. You may perhaps get a clearer 

view of this by considering the case of the 

heathen. We are all familiar with the expression^ 

" Converting the heathen ;" whilst all admit that 

they, without a single exception, need conversion. 

With many, probably, this statement signifiea 

nothing more than the convincing of the heathen 

that the Christian religion is true, and inducing 

them to profess it. 

This, however, is very far from the whole truth. 
There are two agents which are essential to the 
conversion of a heathen man. 

The first is the Bible. There never was a 
heathen converted without the Bible, either read, 
preached, or in some other way brought to bear 
upon his heart and conscience. 

In the next place, there never was a heathen 
converted without the influence and power of the 
Holy Ghost being brought to bear upon him. 

And so inseparably connected are the two, that 
there never was a heathen whose heart was 
brought under the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
except in connection with the Word of God. You 
may search in vain through the countless myriads 
of unevangelized heathens for a single instance of 
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one who has been taught or influenced by the' 
Holy Ghost without the Word of God. You may 
£nd a man taught and converted without a mis- 
sionary, but never without the Word. For why ? 
The Word contains the facts and doctrines of sal- 
vation, that possess the motive power which, 
when applied by the Holy Ghost, changes the 
man's heart and nature, first enlightens his eyes, 
then converts his heart, and brings him to the 
foot of the Cross in penitence, faith, and love. 

Now, the same principles hold good in the 
Christian world, differently as we are circum- 
stanced : 

1. In the first place, there are a great numbe^ 
of persons living in Christian England as ignorant 
of the Bible as Hottentots. 

Now, it holds equally good of them as of the 
heathen, that without the Word the Holy Ghost 
oxercises no power ; hence they live and die in 
their sins, unless at some time the Word of God 
has been brought to bear upon them. 

2. But there are others whose case it is more 
important to consider in a place of public worship, 
who, though not ignorant of the letter of the 
Word, . are ignorant of it experimentally and 
spiritually. 

For the converse of the proposition that the 
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Holy Ghost exercises no power or influence over 
a sinner's heart, apart from the Word of God, is 
also true, viz., that the Word of God exercises no 
saving, converting influence over a sinner's heart 
apart from the Holy Ghost. The result of this in 
a Christian country is twofold : 

(1.) In the first place, you may have a man who 
in childhood has been carefully instructed in 
Scripture, and who has in after-life made it his study 
-^nay, even become a very learned expounder of 
Holy Writ, and yet live. and die with a veil on his 
heart which has efiectually prevented his under- 
standing the doctrine of Scripture, and very 
likely been the means of his utterly perverting 
it, as so many of our clergy are doing ; or, if he 
has got a head- knowledge of the truth as far as 
a natural man can receive it, yet that knowledge is 
barren, and has never converted his heart. 

Now, the man whose understanding has never 
been brought under the power of saving truth is 
an unregenerate man, just as the heathen who has 
never heard the Word is an unregenerate man. 

(2.) But, in the next place, you may have a man 
who has got a head-knowledge of the facts and 
doctrines of Scripture as far as he is able to appre- 
hend them without divine teaching, who neverthe- 
less, for want of that divine teaching and of the 
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power of the Holy Ghost over his hearty remams 
iminflQenced by them. 

He admits that Christ died for sinners, hat 
Christ's love has never constrained his heart; he 
has never resolved, much less attempted to cany 
out the resolve, ** henceforth to live no longer to 
liimself, but to Him who died for him.^ There 
is no change in his affections^ but he remains as 
destitute of divine life in his soul as a heathen. 
Now» this man, in the judgment of God, is an un- 
regenerate man ; he has never been renewed in 
the spirit of his mind; he has nevfer become a 
new creature in Christ Jesus, and except he be 
bom again he never can see the kingdom of Crod. 

lY. I wish now to set before vou another enor 
which very commonly hinders unenlightened 
persons from taking proper steps in order to get 
their souls regenerated. 

When conscience, doubtless under the gracious 
pressure of the Holy Ghost, does at anytime wake 
up, and makes a man to feel that he is a sinner, 
he is very apt^ from his ignorance of Scripture and 
of his own nature, to start all wrong. 

Seing quite ignorant of the fundamental truth 
that his heart is alienated from God, that he needs 
a new nature, he aims no higher than simply to 
mend his ways. 
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John Bunyan, with that intimate knowledge of 
human nature which characterises his immortal 
work, introduces Hopeful to us under conviction 
of sin, and shows how his ignorance of the new 
birth hindered him for a long time from taking 
proper steps for obtaining a new nature, and 
with what results. Hopeful explains himself as 
follows : 

"I thought," said he, "I must endeavour to 
amend my life, or else, thought I^ I am sure to 
be damned. 

" Christian. And did you endeavour to amend ? 

''Hopeful. Yes ; and fled from, not only my sins, 
but sinful company too, and betook me to religious 
duties, as praying, reading, weeping for sin, speak- 
ing truth to my neighbours, and the like. 

*' Christian. And did you think yourself well 

then? 

''Hopeful. Yes, for a while; but at last my 
trouble came tumbling upon me again, and that 
over the neck of all my reformations." 

Here we see the ignorance of the natural heart 
under conviction of sin, and the unsuccessful 
results which uniformly follow attempting to 
change the life, without first getti/ng the heart 
changed. 

Hear the word of the Lord : " Cleanse first that 

12 
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which is within the cup and platter, that the out- 
side of them may be clean also." 

Human nature prefers to reverse the process, or, 
rather, contents itself with cleansing the outside, 
the individual acts, regardless of the fountain of 
corruption within. 

If a cancerous ulcer breaks out in a man's flesh, 
the wise physician knows full well how useless it 
is to attempt to heal the surface. His skill is all 
directed towards the inward source and origin of 
the disease, well knowing that the outward signs 
wiU soon disappear if the inward poison be ex- 
pelled, but that so long as the blood continues 
poisoned, or the inward disease rampant, all 
attempts at outward healing are vain. 

Learn from this to grapple with the disease of 
your nature ; get that changed and healed, and the 
outward symptoms will cease ; whereas, so long as 
your heart is alienated from God, and the poi- 
soned blood of the first Adam courses through 
your veins, hopeless will be your efforts to deal 
with individual sins. Eemember, moreover, that 
it is not merely outward sins, such as evil tempers, 
drunkenness, and the like, which form the chief 
staple of your diseased nature, but a heart alien- 
ated from God, and what can all your religious 
services be worth so long as the heart remains 
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unchanged ? I ans^wer in God's own words, ad- 
dressed to those who were in precisely this state. 
To the unregenerate Jews he says: *^ Bring no 
more vain oblations ; incense is an abomination to 
me. Your new moons and your appointed feasts 
My soul hateth." 

No wonder! for such will ever be the fatal 
result of an unregenerate heart's attempting to 
offer worship to our holy and spiritual God. I 
challenge you to show how a man whose heart is 
alienated from God can ever comply in the very 
smallest degree with the first great command, 
" Thou Shalt love the Lord thy God," tiE that 
heart shall have been changed. 

Does anyone ask : " But how am I to get this 
change V I answer, if you are truly convinced of 
your need, you have already got the first instal- 
ment I and further, if you really desire it, you have 
got the second. Go, then, to God and plead for a 
new nature, and keep on pleading; this, with 
prayerful study of the Word, and real honest 
effort, will, if you are true and sincere, render 
any further advice of mine perfectly needless 
before long. 

I must now close ; but I am anxious to do so 
with the most earnest and urgent, appeal to the 
hearts and consciences of those present. 

12—2 
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** Except a man be bom again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of (jod ;" in other words, unless a man's 
heart be changed, he cannot be saved. 

This marvellous transformation, of which Scrip- 
ture not only gives us living illustrations, but like- 
wise plain, unmistakable explanations and doc- 
trinal statements, is spoken of in the Bible in the 
very strongest terms which language can furnish — 
such as the new birth, life from the desul, a new 
creation, the new man, conversion, renewing, re- 
generation, transformation, quickening. 

Now, the appeal I wish to make to the con- 
science of the many unregenerate souls present is 
this. Your soul is precious, unspeakably precious, 
being immortal ; the responsibility of its care, nur- 
ture, • culture, government, control — ^in short, of 
everjrthing that affects its salvation, is imposed 
upon you by God. It is a responsibility you 
cannot shirk, nor lay upon another. You cannot 
get saved by proxy. 

In the next place, you cannot be saved except 
by being bom again. I hope I have not spent so 
many Sundays on this subject in vain, or without 
having convinced you of the reality of this 
great Scriptural tmth. 

Now, then, you must see to it yourself that 
you do get your soul regenerated. This is laid 
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upon you; the responsibility is on your own 
shoulders ; you must set about it for yoursel£ I 
have done all I can to help you ; you must now 
act for yourself. 

If your conscience and heart are not asleep, 
surely the discovery that a new nature is essen- 
tial, and that you are without that new nature, 
must create great alarm and dismay. 

When the conscience of the Corinthians was 
awakened to a sense of their sin and danger, Paul 
thus describes the effect it produced: "Ye sor- 
rowed after a godly sort; what carefulness it 
wrought in you ; yea, what clearing of yourselves, 
yea^ what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what 
vehement desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what re- 
venge !" 

Surely one might expect similar disturbance of 
soul in one who has just discovered that he has 
never been born again, for want of which his soul 
is unsaved. 

I care not, however, how the conviction acts, 
if only it does act; whether it upturn the soul 
with terrible dismay, or whether the process be 
that of solemn thougKt, quiet retirement and 
solitude, working carefulness, anxious considera- 
tion, and seeking after God ; whether it be sudden, 
strong and powerful, as in the case of Paul and 
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of the gaoler of PhiKppi, or, like Lydia, quiet and 
peaceful, but giving unmistakable evidence of 
changed affections and love to Christ. 

"There are diversities of operations, but it is 
the same God which worketh all in all." 

But what I dread with intense fear is that 
which has happened again and again, times with- 
out number^ viz., lest you should go home and 
forget what you have heard; lest you should 
suffer Satan, meeting you at the church-door, to 
catch away that which has been sown in your 
heart. This, however, cannot happen without your 
own consent. Remember, then, once more, that 
iJve responsibUity is laid on your own shovZders, 
How you treat the Word, how you deal with your 
convictions, for this you are answerable to God, 
and the issues of eternity hang upon it. 

One great obstacle with many, which effectually 
prevents their making an honest, complete sur- 
render of their hearts to Christ, is this : there is 
something they cannot make up their minds to 
renounce and abandon, some secret sin they love, 
some attachment to the world or dread of singu- 
larity, something they are afraid to do, or some- 
thing they are not willing to do ; and having no 
moral power of their own adequate to the occa^ 
sion, whilst they neglect wrestling with God to 
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get divine power, they put aside their con- 
victions and give up in despair. 

Let such remember our Lord's own words : 
"Whosoever doth not bear His cross and come 
after me, He cannot be My disciple." 

This, your cross, you are refusing to bear, and 
must take the consequences — you cannot be His 
disciple. 

Have you so little desire for Christ, so little 
value for your soul, such feeble convictions of 
heaven and hell, as to be unwilling to leave all, 
rise up, and follow Christ like Levi ? 

Christians in those early days had far greater 
sacrifees to make for Christ than we have, but 
they made them, and readily. Why should not 
you ? 

Oh, then, let me beseech you, with all earnest-* 
ness and affection, not to turn a deaf ear to the 
whispers of an awakening conscience, the still 
small voice of the Spirit of the living God pleading, 
with you ; but listen, reflect, and act. 

]f you had a great estate, and some one sug- 
gested that there was a flaw in the, title, what 
would you do? Why, surely you would go to 
your title-deeds, and see for yourself whether this 
be so. 

Now I have spent nine Sundays endeavouring 
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to convince you that there is a flaw in your title- 
deeds to the heavenly inheritance. Go to them, 
then, and search with anxiety to see whether what 
I have told you is true. I don't want you to be- 
lieve, on njy word ; much rather would I have you 
act the part of the Samaritans, who said unto the 
woman, "Now we believe, not because of thy 
saying ; for we have heard Him ourselves." 

In searching your title-deeds, you will find the 
conveyance perfect, so far as God's part is con^ 
cemed — a wonderful scheme of salvation, finished 
and complete in Christ. 

You will find that salvation is a free gift. " For 
by grace you are saved through faith ; and that not 
of yourselves ; it is the gift of God ; not of works, 
lest any man should boast." But the flaw in the 
title-deeds to which I refer relates to yourself, 
this free salvation has not yet been conveyed to 
you, because you have never laid hold on Christ, 
have never appropriated the promises so as to 
make them your own, have never savingly be- 
lieved. And hence the words of Peter apply to 
you: "Thou hast nc^ither part nor lot in this 
matter, for thy heart is not right in the sight of 
God." 

Now what is the use of allowing Satan to throw 
dust in your eyes by deluding you with false and 
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carnal hopes never to be realised ? What is the 
use of allowing your natural self-love to deceive 
you to your ruin ? 

Pursuing this course, you will wake up, either 
on your death*bed or in eternity, to discover that 
your soul is lost. Far wiser and better would it 
be to face the dif&culty now, whilst the evil may 
be remedied. If you are honest, real, and sincere 
in your searching the Scriptures, you will discover 
the truth ; you will find out that you are not in 
Christ, that you have never been regenerated, that 
your soul is not saved. 

But then there is yet time ; all this may be 
remedied, if you will only act at once, without a 
moment's delay ; make it the one grand, absorbing 
business of your life to get your soul saved. Per- 
sistent study of the Word, and earnest pleading at 
the throne of grace, wiU secure for you this rich 
blessing ; so that you shall not only know the way 
of salvation, but know likewise that you have an 
interest in it, and will then have clear, unmistak- 
able. Scriptural proof that you have been regene- 
rated by the Holy Ghost; the Spirit itself will 
bear witness with your spirit that you axe one of 
the children of God, " and if children, then heirs ; 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ." 

In this title there is no flaw. 
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Such is your possible future, such the glorious 
inheritance offered you ; and if, through worldli- 
ness, dislike of spiritual things, or any other 
motive, you persist in refusing to take the needful 
steps to secure this heavenly inheritance, could 
there be any stronger proof than this of the present 
unr^eneracy of your soul ? 

I have now done ; but, in closing our subject, 
let me once more ring it out in your ears, either as 
a harbinger of coming mercy to your soul, or as 
the death-knell of eternity, 

"YE MUST BE BOEN AGAIN." 



THE END. 



HlU^UiO A2n> 80X8, P&IHTBBS AND BLtCTBOTTPKBS, 0CUJ>1X>U>. 



In the Pre88, and will shortly he published. 
AN ABRIDGED EDITION 

OF 

A MEMOIR OF THE REV. HENRY WATSON FOX. B.A., 

OF WAOHAM COLLBOE, OXFORD, 

iStssiffmuTfi to the '^looioo ^to^U, §^ovAh SEnfiio. 

BY THE 

REV. G. T. FOX, M.A. 



THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY, 
56, Fatebnostbb Row, London. 



Also, 

A MEMOIR OP THE REV. C. GOLDEN HOFFMAN, 

jRis0ioi»rB to Ciqr< yslnuta, WEUst Jlf tifs. 

BT THE 

REV. G. T. FOX, M.A. 

With Portrait and Engravings, price 68. 6d. 



SEELET, JACKSON, AND HAT.T.TDAY, 54, FLEET STREET, 

LONDON. 



"i 



